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tual experience. A man came off the street who had never heard of Jesus
Christ. A sister missionary, who was acting as a hostess, took our children
aside and said, ‘This man was introduced to Jesus Christ by you kids.””
Lucie says that from that point on, Grant and his siblings were
hooked on touching other peoples’ lives through gospel music. But
they certainly aren’t the first ones in their family to be devoted to music.
Grant comes from a long line of musicians. His grandfathers on
both sides of his family were music educators and music store own-
ers. His mom, Lucie, has a father who focused his career on band and

choir. Grant’s dad, Barry, has a father who spent many years performing

I Utah where

I bccn
at

Grant, who is the fifth out of

seven musical siblings, would

also be gifted with music.







usic is a Choosing a mission over music

magjor part Grant’s musical talent started to show

of their lives, when he was only five years old. Because

but the Gibbons his four older siblings would play the piano
siblings also know and sing all the time, he decided that he
that they have wanted to join in the fun. Although Grant

to balance other was only in kindergarten and could not yet

important aspects read music, he says, “I started playing the
such as their belief piano by ear and would pick out melodies
in gospel truths on the piano.”

and keeping their Michael, his brother, adds, “One thing

Grant is good at is that he can listen to a dif-

Jamily united.

ficult piece of music and be able to pick out
all the parts on the piano.”

Not only does Grant play the piano, but
he also plays the trumpet and the fliigelhorn,
and, of course, he sings. Such a wide variety
of talent was great to have when Grant, Guy,
and Michael started to record their first CD.
The three brothers had dreamed of making
a CD but waited until Michael returned from

his mission in Geneva, Switzerland, to start.

Michael says that before he served a
mission there was never a temptation
to stay home and record music. “I
received assurance through prayer
that my mission call was going to
be right for me,” Michael says.
“When I got my call, I knew
it was what the Lord wanted
for me.”
When he got home two
years later, the three boys
worked together, using
their vocal and instru-

mental talents to pro-
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“safe, appropriate, and upbeat music to %"
listen to.” But the brothers will have to put
future goals of making another CD on hold
for a couple of years because Guy Richey,
who goes by both his first and middle
names, recently left to serve a full-time mis-
sion in Toulouse, France. In this family of
musicians, serving the Lord is more impor-
tant than music.

“Even if we had a top record in America
right now, we would still go and serve the
Lord. We know that serving is the most
important thing,” Michael says.

Making the mission a priority is an
example to Grant, who says that his brothers
and dad have paved the way for him. Grant
wants to serve a mission, too. “Michael’s
decision process to go on a mission started
with our father, who went on a mission. We
look up to our father so much. He’s such a
great example to us that we have all felt that
going on missions was the right thing to do,”
Grant says.

Michael gives Grant his best advice for
serving a mission: “Go out with a smile every
day and talk to as many people as you can.
Be selfless and bring joy into other peoples’
lives. If you’re concerned about other
peoples’ needs, the stresses and sacrifices
of serving a mission will not be a big deal.”

In three years, when it comes time to
serve a mission, Grant will have no doubt
that giving up his musical career for two
years to serve the Lord is the right thing
to do. He is already preparing for that by
following the Holy Ghost and building
his testimony.

Attuning the spiritual ear

Although Grant can play by ear a song
he hears on the radio, he’s also working on
training something else—his spiritual ear.

“When I feel spiritual promptings, I follow







he Gibbons have
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are aware of the
power songs can have
in affecting attitudes.
They are particularly
careful to avoid
inappropriate lyrics
and offensive music

that can drive away
the Spirit of the Lord.

I follow them, I'm able to recognize

those promptings easier. I try to be
better at listening to the Spirit.”

And why does he want to follow
the Spirit? Because Grant has a
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that inappropriate music is
what Satan wants you to
listen to, and it doesn’t
please Heavenly Father
when we don’t listen to

always have to listen to

to bring a good spirit.”

Michael agrees. “Music is so spiritual,
and it’s so connected to our soul that when

we listen to music that is

uplifting things. We don’t

Church music, but it has
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there. Music is a big deal
to Grant and his family,
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