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    Music is important for Grant Gibbons and his family, 
but there’s something even bigger.
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 Grant Gibbons does not live in a quiet home. No, he doesn’t 
live next to an airport or a set of train tracks. Instead, he 
and his siblings make their own music all the time. The four 

siblings still living at home are constantly singing and playing the piano, 
guitar, trumpet, fl ute, and other instruments. In fact, Grant and his two 
older brothers, Guy and Michael, just released a new CD. Music is a big 
deal to 16-year-old Grant and the other members of his family, but serv-
ing the Lord is more important.

   Passing down musical talent
  Everyone in Grant’s family is musical, and they love to perform, espe-

cially together. When Grant was a child, he saw how music about the 
Savior could touch others’ lives. “The very fi rst time we were asked to 
perform as a family was for the Church,” says Lucie, Grant’s mom. “We did 
our fi rst show on Temple Square, in Salt Lake City, and had a very spiri-
tual experience. A man came off the street who had never heard of Jesus 
Christ. A sister missionary, who was acting as a hostess, took our children 
aside and said, ‘This man was introduced to Jesus Christ by you kids.’”

  Lucie says that from that point on, Grant and his siblings were 
hooked on touching other peoples’ lives through gospel music. But 
they certainly aren’t the fi rst ones in their family to be devoted to music.

  Grant comes from a long line of musicians. His grandfathers on 
both sides of his family were music educators and music store own-
ers. His mom, Lucie, has a father who focused his career on band and 
choir. Grant’s dad, Barry, has a father who spent many years performing 
in the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. And together Lucie and 
Barry own a recording studio in Utah where 
many of their family’s albums have been 
created. So it was no surprise that 
Grant, who is the fi fth out of 
seven musical siblings, would 
also be gifted with music.
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MP3 versions of semi-
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Primary songs.

 

in the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. And together Lucie and 
Barry own a recording studio in Utah where 
many of their family’s albums have been 
created. So it was no surprise that 

Gibbons family at 

NewEra.lds.org 

You can also visit 

the Church’s 

music Web site 

www.lds.org/

cm , where you can 

fi nd sheet music and 

MP3 versions of semi-

nary, Young Women, and 

Primary songs.

 B Y  H I L L A R Y  H O L B R O O K
 

16



U S
I

C 

NEW ERA JANUARY 2009 17



    Choosing a mission over music 
  Grant’s musical talent started to show 

when he was only fi ve years old. Because 
his four older siblings would play the piano 
and sing all the time, he decided that he 
wanted to join in the fun. Although Grant 
was only in kindergarten and could not yet 
read music, he says, “I started playing the 
piano by ear and would pick out melodies 
on the piano.”

  Michael, his brother, adds, “One thing 
Grant is good at is that he can listen to a dif-
fi cult piece of music and be able to pick out 
all the parts on the piano.”

  Not only does Grant play the piano, but 
he also plays the trumpet and the fl ügelhorn, 
and, of course, he sings. Such a wide variety 
of talent was great to have when Grant, Guy, 
and Michael started to record their fi rst CD. 
The three brothers had dreamed of making 
a CD but waited until Michael returned from 
his mission in Geneva, Switzerland, to start.

  Michael says that before he served a 
mission there was never a temptation 

to stay home and record music. “I 
received assurance through prayer 

that my mission call was going to 
be right for me,” Michael says. 

“When I got my call, I knew 
it was what the Lord wanted 

for me.”
  When he got home two 

years later, the three boys 
worked together, using 

their vocal and instru-
mental talents to pro-

duce a CD. Their 
goal in releasing 

it, Michael says, 
was to give 

youth and 
young 

adults 

“safe, appropriate, and upbeat music to 
listen to.” But the brothers will have to put 
future goals of making another CD on hold 
for a couple of years because Guy Richey, 
who goes by both his fi rst and middle 
names, recently left to serve a full-time mis-
sion in Toulouse, France. In this family of 
musicians, serving the Lord is more impor-
tant than music.

  “Even if we had a top record in America 
right now, we would still go and serve the 
Lord. We know that serving is the most 
important thing,” Michael says.

  Making the mission a priority is an 
example to Grant, who says that his brothers 
and dad have paved the way for him. Grant 
wants to serve a mission, too. “Michael’s 
decision process to go on a mission started 
with our father, who went on a mission. We 
look up to our father so much. He’s such a 
great example to us that we have all felt that 
going on missions was the right thing to do,” 
Grant says.

  Michael gives Grant his best advice for 
serving a mission: “Go out with a smile every 
day and talk to as many people as you can. 
Be selfl ess and bring joy into other peoples’ 
lives. If you’re concerned about other 
peoples’ needs, the stresses and sacrifi ces 
of serving a mission will not be a big deal.”

  In three years, when it comes time to 
serve a mission, Grant will have no doubt 
that giving up his musical career for two 
years to serve the Lord is the right thing 
to do. He is already preparing for that by 
following the Holy Ghost and building 
his testimony.

    Attuning the spiritual ear
  Although Grant can play by ear a song 

he hears on the radio, he’s also working on 
training something else—his spiritual ear. 
“When I feel spiritual promptings, I follow 
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“Each Life
 that Touches Ours 

for Good” ( H
ymns,  no. 293) 

because “the lyrics 
are perfect 

for how I fe
el about the bless-

ing of my fam
ily and frie
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“safe, appropriate, and upbeat music to  Music is a
 major part
 of their lives, 

but the Gibbons 
siblings also know 
that they have 
to balance other 
important aspects 
such as their belief 
in gospel truths 
and keeping their 
family united.
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 A  F A M I LY 

O F  M U S I C I A N S

  Grant and his siblings are all very 

musical. They love to sing and 

play a variety of instruments. Here’s a 

little bit of information about each one:

Aubrea, 14 

  Aubrea recently started playing 

the fl ute in her junior high school band 

and singing in the school choir. Aubrea has two 

favorite hymns. One is “A
bide with Me; ’Tis Eventide” 

(no. 165). When she and her family attended the Nauvoo 

Pageant, she heard that song for the fi rst time. “It’s 
a 

prayer scene, and all the families are praying together 

[when the song plays],” Aubrea says. Her other 

favorite hymn is “W
e Thank Thee, O God, 

for a Prophet” (no. 19).

     
Michael, 22 

  Michael loves to jazz away on 

electric and acoustic guitars. 

He also likes to sing and play 

the piano. Michael’s favorite 

hymn is out of the French 

hymnbook, and it’s called 

“Souviens-toi,” which in English 

means “Remember.” His favor-

ite memory was a time at the 

Nauvoo Pageant when his 

family performed a song about 

an auctioneer. “The song goes 

quite fast and is fun to perform 

together, but sometimes the 

solos would fall apart,” he says 

with a laugh. “We just have a 

blast together even though it’s 

not always perfect.”

  

     Grant, 16   Grant loves music. Every 

morning before school, he 

attends jazz band practice. He 

also practices the piano and 

trumpet daily. Grant’s two favor-

ite hymns are “Joseph Smith’s 

First Prayer” (no. 26) and “Be 

Still, My Soul” (no. 124). Grant 

says, “I love to look at the lyrics 

of the hymns, as well as the 

scriptural references on the bot-

tom of the page.” After Grant 

serves a mission, 

he wants to attend 

college and study 

music. He also 
wants to teach 

music professionally.



them,” Grant says. “Because 
I follow them, I’m able to recognize 

those promptings easier. I try to be 
better at listening to the Spirit.”

  And why does he want to follow 
the Spirit? Because Grant has a 
testimony of the gospel. “Ever since 
I was little, my parents have taught 
us about the gospel,” he says. “The 
more I learn about it, the more I 
know it’s true. My testimony is 
always strengthened when I’m 
trying to live more like Christ.”

  One way that Grant is able 
to live the gospel is by listening 
to good, wholesome music. 
When asked what advice he 
would give to teens who 
struggle with inappropriate 
music, he answers, 
“Just know 

 The Gibbons have 
consistently 
looked for the 

good in music and 
are aware of the 
power songs can have 
in affecting attitudes. 
They are particularly 
careful to avoid 
inappropriate lyrics 
and offensive music 
that can drive away 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

that inappropriate music is 
what Satan wants you to 
listen to, and it doesn’t 
please Heavenly Father 
when we don’t listen to 
uplifting things. We don’t 
always have to listen to 
Church music, but it has 

to bring a good spirit.”
  Michael agrees. “Music is so spiritual, 

and it’s so connected to our soul that when 
we listen to music that is 

destructive, uses 
bad language, or 

even has a feeling 
that is inappropri-
ate, we know that 
it’s the wrong music 
to listen to,” he says. 
“Finding music that 
makes your soul and 
spirit feel good is 
very important.”

  Grant’s mom, Lucie, 
says that good music 
is always playing in 
their home, and that 
creates a loving atmo-
sphere. “It’s never quiet 
in our home; somebody 
is always singing or 
playing the piano,” she 
says. As if on cue, the 

family sings “Love at Home” 
( Hymns,  no. 294) in perfect 
harmony. No, it is never 
quiet in the Gibbons’ home, 
but a spirit of love resides 
there. Music is a big deal 
to Grant and his family, 
but serving the Lord always 
comes fi rst. NE

  

 A  P O W E R  F O R G O O D  O R  E V I L  T he  For the Strength of Youth  pamphlet tells us why we should listen to good music:
  “Music is an important and powerful part of life. It can be an infl uence for good that helps you draw closer to Heavenly Father. However, it can also be used for wicked purposes. Unworthy music may seem harmless, but it can have evil effects on your mind and spirit.  “Choose carefully the music you listen to. Pay attention to how you feel when you are listening. Don’t listen to music that drives away the Spirit, encourages immorality, glorifi es violence, uses foul or offensive language, or pro-motes Satanism or other evil practices” ([2001], 20). 
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