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By Oscar Alfredo Benavides 

When I was almost 17, I was baptized into 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and felt a desire to serve the Lord 

on a mission. When my mission call arrived a few 
years later, I was called to leave Peru and preach the 
restored gospel in Salt Lake City.

Even as I thought about the great blessing of serv-
ing a mission, many things that I was going to need 
weighed on my mind: documents, passport, visa, 
clothing, and, of course, money. I was working but 
wasn’t making enough. I felt desperate! With a month 
and a half before I was to leave, I found I had only a 
small part of the necessary funds. All I could do was 
go to the Lord in prayer.

Because I didn’t make very much money, the tithes  
I paid each month were meager. But I soon realized 
that the Lord doesn’t care about the small amount: He 
cares that we pay the 10 percent He has asked. I felt  
a conviction and assurance that if I continued to pay 

AN Honest Tithe,  
a Great  
Blessing

Heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all 

these things. But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto 
you” (Matthew 6:32–33).

tithing, the Lord would provide what I needed. 
Everything began to come together. I got two 

additional jobs and obtained my documents. Many 
members of my ward, especially the Relief Society 
sisters, helped with other necessities. And the 
members of my stake offered their help as well.  
I left on my mission with what was required.

As a full-time missionary, I taught the law of 
tithing and its promises (see Malachi 3:10) with 
gratitude and testimony. NEIll
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