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As a prophet of God, Joseph Smith was 

called to preach repentance to all peo-

ple (see D&C 6:9). Throughout his life 

he learned how important it is to repent in order 

to draw closer to God and receive fogiveness 

(see JS—H 1:28–29; D&C 3), as well as what 

is required for sincere repentance (see D&C 

58:42–43). Here are some of his teachings 

on this topic.

“If you wish to go where God is, you must be like 
God, or possess the principles which God possesses, 
for if we are not drawing towards God in principle, we 
are going from Him and drawing towards the devil. . . . 
Search your hearts, and see if you are like God. I have 
searched mine, and feel to repent of all my sins.”

“We should take warning and not wait for the 
death-bed to repent . . . , for it is the will of God that 
man should repent and serve Him in health, and in the 
strength and power of his mind, in order to secure His 
blessing, and not wait until he is called to die.”

“Repentance is a thing that cannot be trifled with 
every day. Daily transgression and daily repentance is 
not that which is pleasing in the sight of God.”  NE

From Teachings of Presidents of the Church: 
Joseph Smith (2007), 72, 73.
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The Savior said we must forsake 
our sins. Joseph Smith taught the 
same truth—that we must repent 
to become more like God.

“If you wish to go where God is, you must be like 
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