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T O  T H E  P O I N T

When the Second 
Coming happens, 

how will we know it 
really is the Savior?

Before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
there will be many signs, though many 

people will not recognize those signs. The 
culminating event, however, will be unmis-
takable. For one thing, the Savior Himself 
told His disciples that when He comes 
again, it won’t be in some obscure or secret 
manner but rather “with power and great 
glory” (see Matthew 24:26–27, 30; see also 
Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:25–26, 36). At His 
Second Coming, Jesus Christ will descend 
out of the heavens (see Acts 1:9–11), and 
He will be seen by all people (see D&C 
101:23). Until that time, the key for us is to 
strive to live worthily, look for the signs, 
and treasure up the word of Christ so that 
we will not be deceived by false Christs and 
false prophets (see Joseph Smith—Matthew 
1:5–6, 21–22, 37). NE

The twelfth article of faith says, “We believe in being subject 
to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, 

honoring, and sustaining the law.” There will surely be times 
when we disagree with their decisions. If a law or government 
policy clearly undermines a fundamental part of God’s plan, 
such as religious freedom or marriage, we should do what 
we can in mutual respect to improve that law or help prevent 
proposed laws from being passed. We can express our views to 
government representatives, talk respectfully with others to bet-
ter understand one another’s views, and encourage compromise 
to achieve fairness for everyone without compromising on our 
core beliefs. (Read more about this at lds.org/go/fairness1216.)

Remember not to equate personal preferences with the 
will of God. After all, the Church does not endorse any polit-
ical party, platform, or ideology, though from time to time 
the Church takes a stance on moral issues related to our core 
beliefs.

We also can’t expect the law to require everyone to live every 
commandment of God. We know people will be blessed for 
keeping God’s commandments, but we need to respect their 
right—everyone’s God-given agency—to act on their beliefs 
just as we have the right to act on ours (see the eleventh article 
of faith). No matter what others choose, we can remain true to 
God’s commandments in our personal choices. NE

How can we honor and sustain 
the law if our government 

makes unrighteous choices?
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/24.26-27,30?lang=eng#25
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-m/1.25-26,36?lang=eng#24
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/1.9-11?lang=eng#8
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/101.23?lang=eng#22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/101.23?lang=eng#22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-m/1.5-6,21-22,37?lang=eng#4
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-m/1.5-6,21-22,37?lang=eng#4
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/a-of-f/1.12?lang=eng#11
http://lds.org/go/fairness1216

