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ope is one leg of a three-legged stool, together
with faith and charity. These three stabilize our lives
regardless of the rough or uneven surfaces we might
encounter at the time. The scriptures are clear and certain
about the importance of hope.
I wish to speak of the hope that transcends the trivial
and centers on the Hope of Israel,' the great hope of man-

kind, even our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

What We Hope For, What We Hope In

The things we hope for are often future events. If
only we could look beyond the horizon of mortality into
what awaits us beyond this life. Is it possible to imagine
a more glorious future than the one prepared for us by
our Heavenly Father? Because of the sacrifice of Jesus

Christ, we need not fear, for we will live forever, never
to taste of death again.? Because of His infinite
Atonement, we can be cleansed of sin and stand

pure and holy before the judgment bar.® The Savior is
the Author of our Salvation.?

And what kind of existence can we hope for? Those who
come unto Christ, repent of their sins, and live in faith will
reside forever in peace. Think of the worth of this eternal
gift. Surrounded by those we love, we will know the mean-
ing of ultimate joy as we progress in knowledge and in hap-
piness. No matter how bleak the chapter of our lives may
look today, because of the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
we may hope and be assured that the ending of the book of
our lives will exceed our grandest expectations.

The things we hope iz sustain us during our daily walk.
They uphold us through trials, temptations, and sorrow.
Everyone has experienced discouragement and difficulty.
Indeed, there are times when the darkness may seem
unbearable. It is in these times that the divine principles of
the restored gospel we hope iz can uphold us and carry
us until, once again, we walk in the light.

We hope in Jesus the Christ, in the goodness of God,
in the manifestations of the Holy Spirit, in the knowledge
that prayers are heard and answered. This type of hope
in God, His goodness, and His power refreshes us with

courage during difficult challenges and gives strength to
those who feel threatened by enclosing walls of fear, doubt,
and despair.

Hope is critical to both faith and charity. When disobe-
dience, disappointment, and procrastination erode faith,
hope is there to uphold our faith. When frustration and
impatience challenge charity, hope braces our resolve and
urges us to care for our fellowmen even without expecta-
tion of reward. The brighter our hope, the greater our faith.
The stronger our hope, the purer our charity.

The things we hope for lead us to faith, while the things
we hope in lead us to charity. The three qualities—faith,
hope, and charity>—working together, grounded on the
truth and light of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ, lead us
to abound in good works.

Never Give Up Hope

Hope sustains us through despair. Hope teaches that
there is reason to rejoice even when all seems dark
around us.

With Nephi I declare: “Press forward with a steadfastness
in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of
God and of all men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward,
feasting upon the word of Christ, and endure to the end,
behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall have eternal life.””

This is the quality of hope we must cherish and develop.
Such a mature hope comes in and through our Savior
Jesus Christ.

To all who suffer—to all who feel discouraged, wor-
ried, or lonely—I say with love and deep concern for you,
never give in.

Never surrender.

Never allow despair to overcome your spirit.

Embrace and rely upon the Hope of Israel, for the love of
the Son of God pierces all darkness, softens all sorrow, and
gladdens every heart. NE

From the general conference address “The Infinite Power of Hope,” Ensign,
Nov. 2008, 21-24.

NOTES
1. See Jeremiah 17:13.
2. See Alma 11:45.
3. See 2 Nephi 2:6-10.

4. See Hebrews 5:9.
5. See Moroni 10:20.
6. See Alma 7:24.

7.2 Nephi 31:20.
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