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tened to the prophet’s words, we felt

the Spirit very strongly. His words were
meaningful, and I was able to better
understand the true spirit of Christmas
and the importance of loving our I'
neighbors and rendering service. |

Even more important, my
testimony of Jesus Christ grew
stronger that day;

When I was a child, I always got the
gifts I wanted on Christmas, but I have
nhever received a better gift than hearing
from a prophet that Jesus Christ lives and
that this is His true Church.
Alvaro M., Uruguay
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Cassie W., Washington

Paper stars. 1am half Thai and half
American. I spent three years living in Laos,
next to Thailand. For the first two years we
were in Laos, my parents hired a pileang,

or nanny, named Rojana, who took good

e. Since she was Buddhist, I didn’t

!,J'

care of m
expect a gift from her at Christmas.

und a jar filled
with at least a hundred tiny paper stars,
folded so they were three-dimensional. They
were blue and pink and glittery. Rojana had
uy me anything, SO she spent
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hours folding those stars for child who
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Care packages. A very special lady in
our community began sending monthly
packages to soldiers serving overseas. Every
inch of these boxes was packed with food,
personal care items, and words of gratitude
in the form of cards, letters, and pictures.

In November, many hands colored
pictures, wrote letters and cards, prepared
the holiday cookies and candy, and shopped
for just the right personal gift items. Imagine

my delight as I gathered with other
volunteers to vacuum seal the most delicious
and eye-pleasing goodies I had ever seen! [
felt an outpouring of love for those selfless,
brave soldiers.
Are not the best gifts we can give to others
those they cannot give themselves? Christ
came to earth in the most humble of
circumstances and gave us the gift of
immortality and eternal life—gifts we were not
capable of giving to ourselves or to others.
When we give as He did, those gifts bring great
joy.
Debbie A., Nevada
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Sasha M., California




Adoption. Just before Christmas of 2004

we heard about a little girl who needed to be
adopted. All of us children put on our Christmas
wish list that we wanted a little sister. On

December 11, our wishes came true when my
younger sister came to live with us. That is the
best Christmas gift I have ever had.

Carolyn R., Arizona
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