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BACKGROUNDS BY IS'I;OCK/THINK'S;D

hen Jonathan K., 17, was

helping to plan an upcoming
high adventyre activity

with his Scout troop, he couldn’t

et one young man oyt of his mind: hig friend Mitchel] F a
young man with spina bifida.

Jonathan knew

the rugged terrain the
make it difficult

for his friend to participate, However, he and the rest
of his troop wanted to do all they could

to allow Mitchel] to join the
adventure. “We Wwanted him to €xperience everything
t00,” Jonathan says,

Y planned to visit could
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THE WIDE-OPEN WILDERNESS

Ultimately, the high adventure outing was a huge success from start
to finish. Jonathan and friends were able to carry Mitchell over every
stretch of landscape and rough terrain they’d planned to see and
explore. All of the young men gladly took turns wearing the harness.
“T love taking him with us,” Jonathan says. They have since been on
trips to many other backcountry locations.

“We've taken him everywhere,” Jonathan says. They’ve traversed
slot canyons, cliffs, rivers, sand dunes, and steep hills. “He’s basically
like a brother to me.”

As for Mitchell, he’s enjoyed the camaraderie with his friends every
step of the way. He’s also enjoyed the amazing terrain they’ve visited
together. One of his favorite activities was rappelling. “T've loved it,”
Mitchell says.

MODERN-DAY WARRIORS

The Mitch Mobile had yet another chance to shine when Mitchell’s
older brother Spencer, along with Jonathan, carried Mitchell during
a community parade. They marched with a large group of Latter-day
Saint young men dressed as the 2,000 stripling warriors to carry the
message of the gospel.

Mitchell wanted to ride in the harness rather than a wheelchair,
because he thought it would be more accurate to Book of Mormon
times. He loved being in the parade with so many other youth. “It was
pretty powerful,” Mitchell says.

BLESSING OTHERS

Even after all the young men have done with it so far, the Mitch
Mobile is just getting started. The carrier will benefit others for years
to come. The Mitch Mobile was donated to a local spina bifida organi-
zation, so while it remains stored permanently at Mitchell’s home, the
carrier is also available for use by others who can benefit from it.

The lives of many people will be blessed because a small group
of young men wanted to make sure one of their closest friends
never had to feel left out. NE
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