By Angela Farmer

Weve never
met, but your
Jfaithfulness
to gospel
standards
changed

my life.

46 New Era

THANK

for&forr

EXAMPLE

everal years ago, a young man named

James traveled internationally with a

group of athletes. He was listening
to a conversation that another athlete,
Tom, was having about a beautiful young
woman whom he was interested in—you.
Most people considered Tom to be a very
good-looking and well-accomplished athlete.

Tom admitted his disappointment that
you had such high standards. In order for
him to date you, you asked that Tom seri-
ously consider the teachings of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Tom said
the standards of sexual purity were more
than he had expected. James was deeply
impressed that there was a Church with
young people who were so serious about
their religion and standards, and he asked
for the name of the Church.
On returning to the United States, James

decided to go to a Church meeting and see

what inspired such dedication. He surprised
the missionaries by showing up at church
one Sunday. Soon afterward, after receiving
the missionary lessons, James was baptized.
Years later, I met James at a single-adult
activity, and we were eventually married

for time and all eternity in the temple.

I often think of you. It may have been
uncomfortable for you to hold up high
standards to a good-looking athlete, but I'm
grateful you did. There is no way you could
know how your dedication to high moral
standards changed our lives. We just cele-
brated our 16th anniversary. I wish I could
meet you. I would like to show you our
lovely children and our happy home.

I hope you understand that even when
you simply live your standards, you can

have a profound effect on the lives of others.

Being morally clean is a path to more than
just personal happiness. NE
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