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FROM CONFERENCE

“ The  
central 

purpose  
of all 
scripture  
is to  
fill our 
souls  
with faith 
in God  
the Father 
and in  
His Son, 
Jesus 
Christ.”
elder d. Todd Christofferson 
of the Quorum of the Twelve 
apostles, “The Blessings of 
scripture,”  Ensign, May 2010, 34.

W h A T ’ S  U p ?

aCross
4. his first job was sweeping out a 

radio repair shop; later he became 
a state Supreme Court judge.

7. he learned a lot from living around 
animals, especially as he helped care 
for his family’s large flock of sheep.

9. he can speak three different 
languages: French, Spanish, and 
portuguese.

11. Growing up he learned to work 
hard on the family farm, particularly 
helping take care of the family cow.

12. he plays the organ each week when 

the First presidency and Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles meet.

14. he met his wife while playing flag 
football in college. She impressed 
him by catching one of his passes.

15. In high school he was quarterback 
on the football team and earned 
all-region honors in both football 
and basketball.

down
1. he loves to paint and make wood-

carvings of birds.
2. he once pitched a shutout as the 

varsity pitcher on his high school 
baseball team.

3. When he was eleven he started 
the hobby of raising pigeons.

Answers: Across: 4. Oaks, 7. Christofferson, 9. Andersen, 11. perry, 12. Nelson, 14. Bednar, 15. Cook 
Down: 1. packer, 2. hales, 3. Monson, 5. Uchtdorf, 6. holland, 8. Ballard, 10. Eyring, 13. Scott

5. he was a jet fighter pilot in the  
air force and later became an 
airline pilot.

6. As a teenager he worked as a  
service station attendant, a paper-
boy, and a grocery bagger.

8. Both of his grandfathers served 
as members of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles.

10. he was an associate professor at 
a school in California and later 
became president of Ricks College 
in Idaho.

13. he played the saxophone and the 
clarinet in a college jazz band.

Thomas S. Monson

henry B. Eyring

Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Boyd K. Packer

L. Tom Perry

Russell M. Nelson

Dallin h. Oaks

M. Russell Ballard

Richard G. Scott

Robert D. Hales

Jeffery R. Holland

David A. Bednar

Quentin L. Cook

D. Todd Christofferson

Neil L. Andersen

F
igure out which clues go 

with each of the members 

of the First presidency and 

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles; use 

their last names to complete the 

crossword puzzle. As you do you’ll 

get to know a little more about 

these special witnesses of the Savior.
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Over 500 BOOks

A
mber Martin and Kortney Kline 

 are closer to earning their 

 Young Women Personal 

Progress Award after organizing 

all the youth in the Valley Forge 

Pennsylvania Stake to donate their 

reading books to an inner-city school 

in Philadelphia. A stake youth dance 

was held and the “admission fee” 

was to bring some books. Amber 

and Kortney managed to collect 

over 500 books. These two young 

women said it was an awesome 

experience to give youth in their 

stake an opportunity to donate 

books to students in need.

Temple service

W
hat started out as a 

simple conversation 

about temple work 

and a desire to see the different 

temples in the area turned into a 

full-scale youth conference for the 

young men and women of the Salt 

Lake Valley First Ward (Deaf). They 

decided not only to visit but also to 

perform baptisms for the dead at 

several temples in their area.

Over the summer, the youth were 

able to do work for 1,196 souls; 

many of them were names provided 

by ward members or even family 

names the youth had researched. 

“Every time you visit the temple you 

can feel the Spirit,” said Austin Duran, 

14. “As you visit the temple more, 

your spirit becomes stronger and you 

become attached to the temple and 

want to go all of the time.”

Many of the youth have gained  

a new perspective on the importance 

of the temple as a result of their 

temple service youth conference.  

“I have a new standard,” explained 

Riley Case, 13. “Now every time  

I think of something I should or 

shouldn’t do, I decide if that will help 

me go to the temple or not.”

The church in usA—AlABAmA

T
he experience of missionary John Brown in Alabama is typical of 

other early missionaries for the Church. Local community members 

assumed the 17-year-old in ragged clothing was a simple cotton 

picker. They gathered to hear him speak one day in 1843, expecting enter-

tainment by mocking the young preacher. After he began, however, the 

crowd members silenced and “were as motionless as statues of marble.” 

Brown was well treated afterward.

In early 1844, there were approximately 120 members of the Church 

in Alabama. Three months later, in areas including Mississippi, there 

were about 190 members. Early converts were often baptized in the 

Alabama River.

Here are a few facts about the Church today in Alabama:

Membership 34,357

Missions
1

Temples
1

Wards & Branches 73

Family History Centers 35

By THE NuMBErS

4,164
Number of references to the Godhead in the Book of Mormon.

Editor’s note: This number was sent in by Nathan G. from Texas.  
As he recently read the Book of Mormon, Nathan underlined each reference to  

Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. He sent us a detailed,  
eight-page spreadsheet of all his research. Thanks, Nathan. my FAvOriTe scripTure1 samuel 16:7 This Old Testament scripture mastery verse 

touches me because it tells 
me that the Lord cares about who we 

are—not about how naturally gifted 
we are but whether we’re trying and 

our hearts are in the right place.
Brian c., 18, massachusetts, usATell us about your favorite scripture in 

one or two sentences. Go to newera.lds.

org and click on Submit Your Material.
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