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I recall the time when I was ordained 
a deacon. Our bishopric stressed the
sacred responsibility which was ours 

to pass the sacrament. Emphasized were
proper dress, a dignified bearing, and the
importance of being clean inside and out.
As we were taught the procedure in pass-
ing the sacrament, we were told how we
should assist Louis McDonald, a brother in
our ward who was afflicted with a palsied
condition, that he might have the oppor-
tunity to partake of the sacred emblems.

How I remember being assigned to pass

the sacrament to the row where Brother
McDonald sat. I was fearful and hesitant as
I approached this wonderful brother, and
then I saw his smile and the eager expres-
sion of gratitude that showed his desire to
partake. Holding the tray in my left hand, 
I took a small piece of bread and pressed 
it to his lips. The water was later served in
the same way. I felt I was on holy ground.
And indeed I was. The privilege to pass 
the sacrament to Brother McDonald 
made better deacons of us all. ●
From an October 2005 general conference address.
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President Monson
recalls an act 
of priesthood 
service that 

changed his life.

Sacred Ground

C O M E  L I S T E N  T O  A  
P R O P H E T ’ S  V O I C E

T H I N G S  TO  T H I N K  A B O U T
1. At first President Monson was fearful of passing

the sacrament to Brother McDonald. Why? How did 
his feelings change? Why?

2. Why do you think President Monson felt he 
was on holy ground? How do you think Brother
McDonald felt?

3. What have you learned about partaking of the
sacrament? If you are preparing to receive the Aaronic
Priesthood, what have you learned about passing the
sacrament?

4. What else did you think about as you read this
article?
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