
O N  T H E  T R A I L

Nauvoo

Winter  
Quarters I O WA

By Jennifer Maddy

A New City
After the Prophet Joseph Smith 

was killed, Nauvoo, Illinois, became 
a dangerous place. The Saints fled 
their homes to find a safer place 
to live. In February 1846, the first 
group of Saints started their trek 
westward, but bad weather and 
sickness slowed them down. By the 
time they had crossed Iowa, it was 
too late in the year to make it over 
the Rocky Mountains before winter. 
So Church leaders chose a place 

where the Saints could stay 
for the winter. They named it 
Winter Quarters.

Waiting 
in  

Winter Quarters
T H E  I O W A  T R A I L

This display inside the Mormon Trail 
Center in Winter Quarters recreates a 
camp on the Iowa trail where William 
Clayton wrote the hymn “Come, 
Come, Ye Saints” (Hymns, no. 30).
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At the Mormon Trail Center, you can see 
the kinds of supplies the Saints took on 
their journey west. Church leaders told 
them to take flour, spices, rice, beans, 
and milk cows.

Working Together
Some people built homes out of 

logs or sod. Others lived in tents and 
caves. The Saints tried to be happy 
during the long, cold winter. They 
helped each other. They went to 
concerts and sang and danced. They 
built a flour mill, a town hall, and a 
basket-making factory.

Moving On
The time the Saints spent in Winter 

Quarters was difficult. Many people 
died. But the pioneers had faith that 
the Lord would bless them and help 
them make it to Zion. When spring 
finally came, the first group of pio-
neers left Winter Quarters to journey 
to the Salt Lake Valley.

Today you can see the beautiful 
Winter Quarters Nebraska Temple 
and visit the Mormon Trail Center in 
Winter Quarters to learn more about 
the pioneers. ◼

Some of the Saints 
built log cabins to live 
in while they were in 

Winter Quarters.
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By Arie Van De Graaff

The pioneers settled for a time at Winter Quarters to wait for winter to pass before continuing on their trek west. 
See if you can find the hidden objects in this picture.

The Saints Stop at Winter Quarters 
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Watch

Spatula

Spoon

Pot

Piece of pie

Pencil

PearNeedleLollipop

Cup

CarrotBowling pin

Book

Bandage




