By President Thomas S. Monson

| implore each of us to prayerfully study and ponder the Book of Mormon

each day.

y dear brothers and sisters,

I greet you most warmly as

we are met again in a great
general conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Before I begin my formal message
today, I would like to announce five
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new temples which will be built in the
following locations: Brasilia, Brazil;
greater Manila, Philippines, area;
Nairobi, Kenya; Pocatello, Idaho, USA;
and Saratoga Springs, Utah, USA.

This morning I speak about the
power of the Book of Mormon and

the critical need we have as members
of this Church to study, ponder, and
apply its teachings in our lives. The
importance of having a firm and sure
testimony of the Book of Mormon can-
not be overstated.

We live in a time of great trouble
and wickedness. What will protect
us from the sin and evil so prevalent
in the world today? I maintain that a
strong testimony of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, and of His gospel will help see
us through to safety. If you are not
reading the Book of Mormon each day,
please do so. If you will read it prayer-
fully and with a sincere desire to know
the truth, the Holy Ghost will mani-
fest its truth to you. If it is true—and I
solemnly testify that it is—then Joseph
Smith was a prophet who saw God the
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.

Because the Book of Mormon is
true, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is the Lord’s Church




on the earth, and the holy priesthood
of God has been restored for the ben-
efit and blessing of His children.

If you do not have a firm testimony
of these things, do that which is nec-
essary to obtain one. It is essential for
you to have your own testimony in
these difficult times, for the testimo-
nies of others will carry you only so
far. However, once obtained, a testi-
mony needs to be kept vital and alive
through continued obedience to the
commandments of God and through
daily prayer and scripture study.

My dear associates in the work
of the Lord, I implore each of us to
prayerfully study and ponder the
Book of Mormon each day. As we do
so, we will be in a position to hear
the voice of the Spirit, to resist temp-
tation, to overcome doubt and fear,
and to receive heaven’s help in our
lives. I so testify with all my heart in
the name of Jesus Christ, amen. ll

By Joy D. Jones
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As you teach, lead, and love children, you can receive personal revelation
that will aid you in creating and arming valiant, sin-resistant children.

year and a half ago, President
Russell M. Nelson spoke of
the need “to teach and help
raise a sin-resistant generation.”!
That phrase—“a sin-resistant generation”
—struck a deep spiritual chord
within me.

We honor children who strive to live
pure and obedient lives. I have witnessed
the strength of many children throughout
the world. They stand resilient, “steadfast
and immovable”? in a variety of chal-
lenging circumstances and environments.
These children understand their divine
identity, feel Heavenly Father’s love for
them, and seek to obey His will.

However, there are children who
struggle to stand “steadfast and
immovable” and whose delicate minds
are being wounded.? They are being
attacked on every side by “the fiery
darts of the adversary”# and are in
need of reinforcement and support.
They are an overwhelming motiva-
tion for us to step up and wage a war
against sin in our effort to bring our
children unto Christ.

Listen to the words of Elder Bruce R.
McConkie nearly 43 years ago:

“As members of the Church, we are
engaged in a mighty conflict. We are at
war. We have enlisted in the cause of
Christ to fight against Lucifer. . . .

“The great war that rages on every
side and which unfortunately is result-
ing in many casualties, some fatal, is no
new thing. . . .
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