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By Jane McBride
Based on a true story

A Great Feeling
Paulo had messed up.  

What could he do?

After Paulo came up out of the water, he and Dad 
 got dressed in dry clothes. Then Dad and Grandpa 

and the bishop laid their hands on his head and con-
firmed him. Now he was a member of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

“I feel so great,” Paulo said. He touched his heart.  
“In here.”

Mom hugged him tight. “That’s because you received 
the gift of the Holy Ghost when you were confirmed.”

Paulo nodded. He didn’t want to do anything to make 
that great feeling go away.

But the very next day, his little brother Carlo broke 
Paulo’s toy plane. Paulo had saved up for a whole 
month to buy it!

“Look what you did!” Paulo yelled. “Why can’t you 
leave my stuff alone?”

“I’m sorry,” Carlo said. Tears rolled down his cheeks. 
“Maybe we can fix it.”

“It won’t be the same!”
Carlo ran out of the room crying.
Paulo felt awful inside. He knew Jesus wouldn’t have 

yelled or gotten angry. Would he ever feel the way he 
did after his baptism again?

“I promised I would try to be like Jesus,” he told 
Mom, his voice shaking. “But I’ve already messed up.”

“You did something wrong,” Mom said gently. “But 
Jesus also gave us a way to have the Holy Ghost with us 
again after we mess up.”

Paulo knew what she was going to say. “I know. 
Repentance. I have to ask for forgiveness.”

Mom nodded. “Then when you take the sacrament, 
you’ll renew the promise you made to follow Jesus.  

And you’ll be just as clean as you were right after you 
were baptized and confirmed.”

Paulo went to find Carlo. “I’m sorry I yelled at you,” 
he said. “Let’s fix the plane together.”

Carlo smiled, and Paulo felt like he had done what 
Jesus would do. When he said his prayer that night, he 
asked Heavenly Father to forgive him and to help him 
be nicer to Carlo. A quiet peace settled in his heart.

That Sunday at church, Paulo paid extra attention 
to the sacrament prayers. He listened carefully to the 
words. As he took the bread and water, he felt Heavenly 
Father’s love for him. Mom was right. That great feeling 
was back! ◼
The author lives in Colorado, USA.



	 M a r c h  2 0 1 7 	 73

Children


LE
FT

: I
LL

US
TR

AT
IO

N 
BY

 D
ILL

EE
N 

M
AR

SH

KEEP YOUR  
WINGS SHINY!

• 	 When we are baptized, we have no sins and we’re given  
the gift of the Holy Ghost to help us learn and grow.

• 	 When airplanes are new, their  
wings are shiny and bright. Air flowing  
over the wings keeps the plane in the air.

• 	 When ice and snow build up on the wings,  
air can’t flow smoothly over them. Then the  
airplane can’t fly safely.

• 	 Before the airplane flies, people use big hoses  
to spray off the wings and make them shiny and  
bright again.

• 	 Then the airplane can fly as well as when it was new!

• 	 When we make wrong choices, it’s harder to feel  
the Holy Ghost.

• 	 When we repent and pray for help, Heavenly Father 
forgives us. Our sins are taken away. The Holy 
Ghost can be with us.

• 	 Because of the Savior’s Atonement,  
we can repent every day! On Sunday, 
the sacrament helps us be clean, 
remember Jesus, and have  
a happy, new start.


