Agency applies to everyone,
including those you invite to
learn about the Church.

REMEMBER
It's Their Choice

s you invite others to learn about the gospel, it’s important to realize that
they have agency to choose whether or not to accept your invitation.

Your success is not measured by their response; it is measured by your

INVITE OFTEN, AND INVITE
EVERYONE.

Since it’s impossible to know
in advance who will or won’t
be interested in the gospel,
share your invitations regularly
and share them with as many
as you can, paying particular
attention to promptings of the
Spirit. We succeed as mission-
aries when we invite people to
learn and accept the truth.
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commitment to share.

So if success isn’t measured by who said yes or who got
baptized, what should you focus on as you create goals
for missionary work? Set your sights on what you can do
rather than on how others respond. Remember, you have

agency too. You can choose to:

REMAIN FRIENDLY.

If someone declines an invi-
tation to learn more, continue
to be courteous and kind.
Maintain friendships as long

as standards are high. Extend
Christlike love to everyone you
can, even if they don’t under-
stand everything you believe
and do.

STAY FAITHFUL.

The Savior said it best: “Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matthew
5:16). Love the gospel and live
the gospel, and sooner or later
you will find people who want
to know why and who are pre-
pared to accept the gospel.
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FAITH TO SHARE

“We respect each person’s choice

and timing. The Lord said, ‘Let every
man choose for himself’ (D&C 37:4).

A person's lack of interest need not
diminish our bonds of friendship and
love. Whether or not the invitation is
accepted as you invite others to ‘come
and see, you will feel the approval of the
Lord and, with that approval, an added

measure of faith to share your beliefs

again and again.”

Elder Neil L. Andersen of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, “It's a Miracle,” Ensign or
Liahona, May, 2013, 79.

How to Be a Successful Missionary
Looking for other tips on how to be a more
successful missionary? Check out 10 great
ideas on pages 10-11 of Preach My Gospel:
A Guide to Missionary Service (2004).






