AROUND THE CHURCH

Church High School in Mexico
to Become New MTC

On January 29, an announcement was
made that the Church-owned high school
Benemérito de las Américas in Mexico
City, Mexico, would be converted into a
missionary training center.

Elder Russell M. Nelson and Elder
Jeffrey R. Holland, both of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, presided and
spoke at the January 29 meetings at the
Benemérito campus where the plans for
the future MTC were announced. The
change from school to MTC is expected to
occur following the end of the Benemérito
school year in June 2013. For more
than four decades, the Benemérito de
las Américas facility has functioned as a
boarding school—so dormitories and other
needed infrastructure for the MTC are
already in place.

The new MTC will train elders, sisters,
and couples who will serve not only in
Mexico, but also in other countries of
North, Central, and South America. Even
missionaries from the United States who
have been called to Spanish-speaking
assignments in their own country may be
trained in Mexico City. The MTC in Provo,
Utah, will continue to provide Spanish-
language training for many missionaries
as well.

Tabernacle Choir Earns Recording
and Internet Success

The latest year-in-review issue of
Billboard magazine, the recording industry
trade publication, features the year-end
charts for 2012. In one of those charts, the
choir, with the Orchestra at Temple Square,
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The Mormon Tabernacle Choir and
Orchestra at Temple Square placed
high in the year-end charts from
Billboard magazine and had more
than three million hits on its YouTube
channel by the end of 2012.

was named the Number 1 Traditional
Classical Albums Artist.

Overall, the choir and orchestra charted
on five of the year-end lists and twice
on an albums list. It placed 3rd and 9th
on Traditional Classical Albums (for the
albums Glory! Music of Rejoicing and
This Is the Christ respectively); 4th on
Traditional Classical Albums Imprint; 5th
on Traditional Classical Albums Label; and
12th on Classical Crossover Albums (for
the album Glad Christmas Tidings featur-
ing David Archuleta).

In addition to its recording industry
success, the choir on January 17 topped
one million views on the YouTube channel
it launched less than three months before,
on October 30, 2012. The channel had an

estimated 3.23 million minutes watched by

viewers by the end of 2012. To access the
channel, go to www.YouTube.com/user/
MormonTabChoir.

COMMENT

Nourished by the Word

Hearing the editions of the
Liahona has been an extremely edify-
ing experience for me. | have shared
the audio download with a member
with vision problems, another who is
a professional driver, and with other
friends with reading difficulties.

| am currently taking a post-
graduate class 200 km (130 miles)
from my home, and listening to the
magazine has made the bus trip
more rapid and pleasant. When |
heard the general conference issue
| felt as though | were living in the
days of Jacob, having “been nour-
ished by the good word of God all
the day long” (Jacob 6:7).

Francisco Flavio Dias Carneiro, Brazil

Inspires, Motivates,
and Strengthens

| love the Liahona! It inspires me
and motivates me to stay on the
right path. It also helps me in my
calling in Young Men. When things
get hard and | feel down, | turn
to the Book of Mormon and the
Liahona. They strengthen my testi-
mony that Heavenly Father and Jesus
Christ love and care for each of us.

James Aaron S. Perez, Cebu, Philippines
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