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YO
UTH

The best things to do in that situation 
are: (1) be kind, loving, and accepting 

of your friend and (2) never waver in your 
testimony.

If you do these things, your friend will 
hopefully feel your love and acceptance and 
want to be around you. Also, he’ll hopefully 
see that ridicule and mockery are ugly things 
and that anyone worthy of his admiration 
and friendship wouldn’t attack another per-
son’s beliefs in that way.

Your example can be one of the best 
things your friend can have. Be like those 
people from Lehi’s dream who partook of 
the fruit of the tree of life and were mocked 
by those in the great and spacious building 
but “heeded them not” (1 Nephi 8:33). If your 
friend sees you upholding your beliefs and 
standing up to others’ mockery with dignity, 
respect, and good humor, he may see that it’s 
possible for him to do the same. If there’s still 
a seed of testimony in his heart, the exam-
ple you set and the testimony you bear may 
be some of the things that help him feel the 
Spirit and remember what he once knew. ◼

TO THE POINT

The Church is against all gambling of any kind, including 
lotteries (see Handbook 2: Administering the Church 

[2007], 21.1.19). The reason we’re counseled not to waste our 
time and money on it is simple: “Gambling is wrong. . . . It is 
addictive and can lead to lost opportunities, ruined lives, and 
broken families. It is false to believe that you can get something 
for nothing” (For the Strength of Youth [booklet, 2011], 41). ◼
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