THE LAST WORD

A Latter-day Saint
Keeps on Trying
By Elder Dale G. Renlund
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

I

n His mercy, God promises forgiveness when we repent and turn from wickedness—so much
so that our sins will not even be mentioned to us. For us, because of the Atonement of Christ
and our repentance, we can look at our past deeds and say, “That’s who I was. But that past

wicked self is no longer who I am.”
President Thomas S. Monson (1927–2018) has taught, “One of God’s greatest gifts
to us is the joy of trying again, for no failure ever need be final.” 1 Even if we’ve been a
conscious, deliberate sinner or have repeatedly faced failure and disappointment, the
moment we decide to try again, the Atonement of Christ can help us. And we need to
remember that it is not the Holy Ghost that tells us we’re so far gone that we might as
well give up.
God’s desire that Latter-day Saints keep on trying also extends beyond overcoming sin. Whether we suffer because of troubled relationships, economic challenges, or
illnesses or as a consequence of someone else’s sins, the Savior’s infinite Atonement
can heal even—and perhaps especially—those who have innocently suffered. He understands perfectly what it is like to suffer innocently as a consequence of another’s transgression. As prophesied, the Savior will “bind up the brokenhearted, . . . give . . . beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, [and] the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness” (Isaiah 61:1–3; see also Luke 4:16–21). No matter what, with His help, God expects
Latter-day Saints to keep on trying.
My invitation to all of us is to evaluate our lives, repent, and keep on trying. If we don’t try,
we’re just latter-day sinners; if we don’t persevere, we’re latter-day quitters; and if we don’t
allow others to try, we’re just latter-day hypocrites. As we try, persevere, and help others to do
the same, we are true Latter-day Saints. As we change, we will find that God indeed cares a lot
more about who we are and about who we are becoming than about who we once were. ◼
NOTE

1. Thomas S. Monson, “The Will Within,” Ensign, May 1987, 68.
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