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THE FLOURISH AND FESTIVITIES ARE FUN, BUT MERRY MINISTERING
IS THE KEY TO HAVING THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT.

By Charlotte Larcabal
Church Magazines
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“T e just doesn't feel like

Christmas.”

Have you ever thought
something like that? Maybe you
feel like that right now: No matter
how loudly you blare Christmas
songs or how many Christmas
cookies you snarf down, you're
just not feeling the Christmas spirit.

If that sounds like you, or if
you’re just looking to feel that
Christmassy glow a bit more this
year, read on!

President David O. McKay
(1873-1970) made it pretty simple:
“The Christmas spirit is the Christ
spirit, that makes our hearts glow
in brotherly love and friendship
and prompts us to kind deeds
of service.”! Bonnie L. Oscarson,
former Young Women General
President, agrees: “The way to
increase the Christmas spirit is
to reach out generously to those
around us and give of ourselves.”?

Decorating trees and giving gifts
are ways to celebrate Christmas,
but the key to feeling the spirit of
Christmas is to minister to others.

(Check out the previous article,

“Ministering as the Savior Did,” to
learn more about ministering.)

And good news! There are many
wonderful ways to minister to oth-
ers at Christmastime. Try some of
these out, and in no time you will
feel the warmth of the Spirit and
feel closer to the Savior—the true
spirit of Christmas!




‘5. Deliver some Christmas treats!
Speaking of those Christmas cookies you snarfed

down earlier, why not whip up a batch of your favorite
Christmas treats? You should probably taste a few (or
more) yourself, but the key to feeling the Christmas
spirit here is to give them away.




7. Be sneaky about it.

How much secret service can you do without getting
caught? You could leave groceries or gifts on some-
one’s doorstep, slip a kind note into a coat pocket,
shovel snow, or rake up leaves—but make sure no
one knows it was you! Remember: let thine alms be
done in secret (see Matthew 6:4).
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