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By Joan M. Olenycz

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “For unto Us a Child 
Is Born” from Handel’s Messiah. It is a reminder of what 
Christmas is all about. I often wonder what Mary felt when 

she was told by the angel Gabriel, “Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 
thou among women” (Luke 1:28). 

Mary was troubled by this, and the angel 
continued: 

“Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour 
with God. 

“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. 

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David:

“And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end” (Luke 1:30–33).

What a wondrous experience this must 
have been! Mary’s promised son was to be 
Heavenly Father’s Only Begotten Son in the 
flesh. She had been chosen to bring into 
the world the greatest gift of all: our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father gave this gift to all 
of us, young or old, rich or poor. We 
did not have to search the shops for it. 
It did not cost us a single penny. It did not 
come wrapped in shiny wrapping paper. The 
most treasured gift of all was wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and laid in a manger. It was sent to 
all of us with love from our Heavenly Father. ◼

The  
W e  T a l k  o f  C h r i s T

Would you like to share how Jesus Christ has 
touched your life? We welcome accounts of your 
gospel experiences as well as insights relating to 

the Savior’s ministry and mission. Possible topics 
might include the Atonement, grace, healing, 

hope, or repentance. Please limit submissions to 
500 words, label them “We Talk of Christ,” and 

e-mail them to liahona@ldschurch.org.Sw
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