
After I completed my college 
 education, I became a research 

scientist. Trained in the scientific 
method, I accepted only what could 
be sensed and proven. I lived without 
God’s influence in my life; I was prac-
tically an atheist.

Then one morning I received a call 
that my son had been in a serious 
automobile accident. On the way to 

GOD WAS CALLING ME AGAIN
the hospital, I felt prompted to say the 
Lord’s Prayer, which I had learned in 
childhood. I could not remember it, 
but I felt that I needed to pray anyway. 

Even though God had called to me, 
when the crisis subsided and my son 
recovered, I continued to live without 
Him in my life.

Years later I began dating a woman 
named Rubí. She was a member of 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, though she was not active. 
We were together for three years 
when she began to feel the desire  
to go to church. She would ask me to 
go with her, but I always refused.

One day the missionaries came 
to our door. They gave me a Book 
of Mormon and left me with read-
ing assignments. I read what they 
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Now I see the hand of God 
in all things.
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CRISTINA’S MANY MIRACLES 

Our family has witnessed many 
miracles because of my sister, 

Cristina. She was born with a serious 
heart defect. When the doctors exam-
ined her, they told my parents she 
probably wouldn’t survive. My parents, 
however, held their fragile baby in their 
arms and put their trust in the Lord. 
Cristina’s survival was a miracle. 

The years passed, and Cristina 
became a strong, smart, playful, 
and beautiful girl. When she was 
12, she needed surgery to place an 
artificial valve in her heart. We wor-
ried whether she would survive the 
surgery, but with great strength and 
courage, she said goodbye to us and 
entered the operating room. 

Cristina survived the operation 
and returned home to us. She always 
appeared happy and was grateful to 
Heavenly Father to be alive and to 
have the opportunity to learn and grow. 
Friends never imagined she had a heart 
defect, because she was very active.

After recovering from a stroke when 
she was 16, Cristina was asked to help 
teach seminary. She encouraged many 
students as they memorized scriptures 
and learned from the Book of Mormon. 
Cristina also played the piano and 

loved to sing. She didn’t miss a beat 
when she was invited to direct a choir 
of 60 voices for a ward conference. 

When she was 22, Cristina married 
a young man in the temple for eter-
nity. Soon after getting married, she 
was called to be Young Women presi-
dent in her ward.

When she was 26, Cristina’s health 
quickly declined. She went to São 
Paulo for some tests. There she 
learned she needed another surgery. 
During the operation, Cristina suf-
fered a heart attack that caused brain 
damage. Months passed, and she did 
not improve. As a family we gath-
ered together to fast and pray for her 
recovery, but she did not improve. We 
decided to fast again, this time ask-
ing for help to accept the will of our 
Father in Heaven. The following day 
Cristina passed away.

This was not what we hoped for, 
but we realized this was a miracle too. 
Cristina no longer had to suffer. The 
gospel gave us joy and peace, even in 
moments of deep sadness. Because 
we have been sealed, we know we 
can be with Cristina again. ◼

Gislaine Batista Pires Skraba, Paraná, 
Brazil

requested but felt nothing. I also 
attended church but was always skep-
tical. Even so, I felt I needed to keep 
reading the Book of Mormon. God 
was calling me again.

As I continued reading, I started to 
feel that the book was true. My faith 
was growing. When I reached 3 Nephi 
13:9–13 and read the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Spirit flooded over me. I broke 
into sobs. God was calling me a third 
time. This time I listened.

My faith in God grew. I wanted to 
know more. In a short time, I read 
all the standard works. I continued 
attending church, and after Rubí and 
I married, I was baptized. I will never 
forget the joy I felt when I was con-
firmed a member of the Church.

Today I am still a research scientist. 
But now I see the hand of God in all 
things. I agree with Alma, who said, 
“All things denote there is a God; yea, 
even the earth, and all things that 
are upon the face of it, yea, and its 
motion, yea, and also all the planets 
which move in their regular form 
do witness that there is a Supreme 
Creator” (Alma 30:44). ◼

Sergio I. Alva Estrada, Mexico City, 
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