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L A T T E R - D A Y  S A I N T  V O I C E S

Some time ago, my family and I 
lived in Veracruz, Mexico, where 

my children attended elementary 
school. Each morning as I helped my 
three children get ready for school, we 
listened to the radio—the most pop-
ular station in the city—with a very 
pleasant program conducted by  
a young male radio announcer.

We began hearing a very catchy 
song. As I started paying closer atten-
tion to the lyrics, I realized that the 
things it said, though not vulgar, were 
suggestive and crude.

I said determinedly to my children, 
“We cannot listen to this type of lan-
guage.” Perhaps they didn’t even pay 
attention to the lyrics of the song, but 
they did pay enough attention to be 
humming its tune.

PLEASE DON’T PLAY THAT SONG
They saw me turn off the volume 

on the stereo system and asked me 
what I was doing. “I am going to tell 
the radio announcer to take that song 
off the program.” Their astonishment 
encouraged me to take further action.

They couldn’t believe it and neither 
could I, but I picked up the telephone 
and called the radio station. I didn’t 
expect to get an answer, but to my 
surprise, the same radio announcer 
we had just heard on the show 
answered my call almost immediately.

I told him that I didn’t agree with 
listening to that song, since many 

families tuned in to the radio at that 
time in the morning. He asked me 
what I would suggest he replace it 
with, but his demeanor was so well-
mannered that I asked only that he 
not play that song during the time 
when the children were at home.

I never found out if my call was on 
the air, but I was just grateful that the 
radio announcer had listened. And for 
the next few days, I could tell that my 
request had been granted.

That experience affirmed to me that 
we should be courageous when it is in 
our hands to make decisions and do 
what is necessary to protect our chil-
dren from negative influences. As we 
do so, the Holy Ghost can continue 
being our constant companion. ◼
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