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ix-year-old Coleman Verburg of Lehi, Utah, and 

his three-year-old brother, Cooper, are best 

friends, even though the two had a rocky start. 

When Coleman was just two years old, he accidentally 

knocked his newborn brother out of his baby bouncer 

on Cooper’s second day home from the hospital.

But things have changed a lot since then.

“Coleman is very patient with his brother,” his mom 

says. “He is a good example because he shares his toys 

so freely. Cooper loves his big brother. Coleman is his 

hero.”

One of the reasons why Cooper loves his brother so 

much is because Coleman is often able to talk to him 

more easily than he is able to talk to 

others. Coleman has a condi-

tion called autism, 

which sometimes makes it difficult for him to communi-

cate with other people.

Some children with autism cannot speak at all. 

Although Coleman can speak, he has had to work hard 

to learn how to share his feelings with others.
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Coleman has a loving nature and wants to meet lots 

of boys and girls. Even though it is sometimes hard for 

him, he wants to be friends with all the children he 

meets. When he goes to the park, Coleman often looks 

for children to play with and says hi to them. He makes 

a lot of friends that way.

He likes to do many of the same things other kids 

do. He especially likes to draw. He first started drawing 

happy and sad faces when he was two years old. This 

helped him share his feelings before he was able to do 

so with words. Coleman also likes to play baseball and 

practice karate.

Coleman enjoys going to Primary. Because he  

loves the music so much, he has started to learn the 

words to Primary songs. Even though he used to not 

sing in Primary, singing is now his favorite thing to do 

at church. He especially likes to sing “Do As I’m Doing” 

(Children’s Songbook, 276).

Coleman does a good job of reminding his parents 

when it is time for family home evening. At one recent 

family home evening, Coleman, his brother, and his 

mom and dad each took turns sharing things they liked 

about one another.

Coleman liked saying nice words about 

his family. When nice things were being said 

about him, he couldn’t hide his big smile. It made him 

feel good to hear his family say kind words about him.

Sometimes Coleman gets scared by shadows or 

noises when he’s in bed at night. But he knows that he 

can always have help when he prays for it. “Heavenly 

Father helps me feel better,” Coleman says.

Coleman does a good job at being an example to 

people he meets. By being nice to his brother, saying 

kind words to his family, making friends at the play-

ground, and overcoming his challenges, Coleman has 

already become a good example to many. ●

 

C
olem

an uncovering dinosaur bones.

The tyrannosaurus is
 C

ole
m

an
’s

 f
av

o
ri

te
 d

in
os

au
r. 

A daisy fro
m a par

k 
ne

ar
 C

o
le

m
an

’s
 h

o
us

e.


