ILLUSTRATION BY EMILY DAVIS

FRIEND TO FRIEND

Prepared to

From an interview with Elder
Eduardo Gavarret of the Seventy;
by Mindy Raye Friedman

“Learn in thy youth to keep the commandments of God” meetinghouses. My job was to pick up nails and screws

(Alma 37:35). that had fallen on the ground so they could be used
grew up in the city of Minas, Uruguay. When I was six  again. It was a simple job, but it was very important to
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into the Church. My father never joined the Church, but  for future Church service. Remember that even though

he was always happy that we went to church. He even you are young, the things you do now matter. 4

kept the Word of Wisdom and paid

tithing.

Our branch was very small, and we
did not have a church building. We met
in a rented house. The house had a
small swimming pool outside that we
used for baptisms.

As my eighth birthday got closer, I
was excited about being baptized. But
on the day of the baptism, it was raining
and very cold. My mom said that maybe
I shouldn’t be baptized that day because
of the cold weather. But it was my
birthday, and I wanted to be baptized
on that day.

I remember putting on my white
clothes and getting into the pool to be
baptized. I knew that the water would
be cold, but I did not feel cold. I knew
that I was doing the right thing, and I
had a warm feeling.

A short time later a chapel was
built for our branch. At that time
Church members could help build the




