
2 F r i e n d

John Rowe Moyle was a convert to the 

Church who left his home in England and 

traveled to the Salt Lake Valley as part of a 

handcart company. He built a home for his 

family in a small town a valley away from 

Salt Lake City. John was an accomplished 

stonecutter and, because of this skill, was 

asked to work on the Salt Lake Temple.

Every Monday John left home at two 

o’clock in the morning and walked six 

hours in order to be at his post on 

time. On Friday he would leave his 

work at five o’clock in the evening 

and walk almost until midnight 

before arriving home.

One day, while he was doing his 

chores at home, a cow kicked him 

in the leg, causing a compound 

fracture. With limited medical 

resources, the only option was to 

amputate the broken leg.

Once John could sit up in 

bed, he began carving a wooden 

leg with an ingenious joint that 

served as an ankle to an artifi-

cial foot. Walking on this device 

was extremely painful, but John 

did not give up, building up his 
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endurance until he could make the 22-mile 

(35-km) journey to the Salt Lake Temple 

each week, where he continued his work.

His hands carved the words “Holiness 

to the Lord” that stand today as a golden 

marker to all who visit the Salt Lake 

Temple.

John did not do this for the praise of 

man. Neither did he shirk his duty, even 

though he had every reason to do so.  

He knew what the Lord expected him 

to do.

Years later, John’s grandson 

Henry D. Moyle was called as a 

member of the Quorum of the 

Twelve and eventually served 

in the First Presidency of the 

Church. President Moyle’s 

service in these callings 

was honorable, but his 

grandfather John’s  

service is just as 

pleasing to the Lord. 

John’s legacy of  

sacrifice serves as  

a banner of 

faithfulness. ◆
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President Dieter F. 

Uchtdorf shares some 

of his thoughts on this 

subject.

By President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
Second Counselor in the First Presidency    
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A Motto

All LDS temples have the words Holiness to the Lord on the outside. These words can be like a motto 
for us. They can remind us to always be faithful in listening to the Holy Ghost and obeying Heavenly 
Father’s commandments. Then the Holy Ghost can be in our homes, just as He is in the temple. (See 
James E. Faust, “Standing in Holy Places,”  Ensign, May 2005, 62.)

A Banner of Faithfulness

Make your own banner to remind you to be faithful. Trace the banner design above onto a piece  
of white paper and cut out the letters. Trace the letters onto felt and cut out the felt letters. Use  
embroidery floss or fabric glue to attach the letters to a large piece of felt. If you like, decorate  
your banner with buttons or sequins. (To print the pattern, go to friend.lds.org.)


