ollowing a hurricane and severe

flooding in Houston, Texas, USA,

an elderly woman saw Latter-day
Saints dressed in yellow Helping Hands
T-shirts on their way to assist victims of
the devastation. “I knew the Mormons
would come!” she said.

This event, reported in a Facebook
post by the president of the Texas
Houston South Mission, Aaron T. Hall,
represents how the Church comes to
the aid of both members and neighbors
during times of trouble. “There is no
challenge too great for the members
of the Lord’s Church!” President Hall
wrote.

When disaster strikes, the Church is
often among the first to respond, and
in affected areas, Church humanitarian
aid often continues during both short-
term and long-term recovery, with the
goal of establishing self-reliance. Local
leaders collaborate with Church head-
quarters in assessing and providing for
needs and in organizing members to
assist with distribution of resources,
cleanup, restoration, and rebuilding.

Through LDS Charities and partner-
ing with established relief agencies in
affected areas, the Church has recently

provided aid to victims of flooding

in Peru; mudslides in Sierra Leone;
wildfires in Montana, USA, and Alberta,
Canada; hurricanes in Texas, Florida,
and Caribbean islands, including
Puerto Rico, Haiti, and the Dominican
Republic; and two powerful earth-
quakes in Mexico.

In September, the Church announced
that it will provide U.S. $11 million
to support famine relief projects and
feed malnourished children in eight
countries in Africa and the Middle East.
LDS Charities is partnering with 11
organizations on 25 projects to distrib-
ute the aid.

LDS Charities has provided nearly
$2 billion in assistance to millions of
people in 189 countries since 1985,
starting with relief provided to victims
of famine in Ethiopia. Bl

Those who wish to donate to the Church’s
Humanitarian Aid Fund can do so through
donations.lds.org or with their tithing slip.
To learn about opportunities to serve, go to
justserve.org.

Three Temples
Dedicated

Since the April 2017 general
conference, three temples
have been dedicated or rededi-
cated. The Paris France Temple
was dedicated in May, the Idaho
Falls Idaho Temple (USA) in June,
and the Tucson Arizona Temple
(USA) in August.

The Meridian Idaho Temple
(USA) will be dedicated on
November 19, 2017; the Cedar
City Utah Temple (USA) on
December 10; and the Jordan
River Utah Temple (USA) will be
rededicated on May 20, 2018.

Plans have been announced, or
preparation and construction con-
tinue, for 23 temples around the
world. Six temples are currently
closed for renovation, and five
temples are scheduled to close for
renovation in 2018. &

Find updates and information at
temples.lds.org.
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