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of the entire Church to our Brethren 
who have been released at this 
conference. We will miss them. Their 
contributions to the work of the Lord 
have been enormous and will be felt 
throughout generations to come.

May we return to our homes with 
a resolve in our hearts to be a little 
better than we have been in the past. 
May we be a little kinder and more 
thoughtful. May we reach out in 
helpfulness, not only to our fellow 
members but also to those who are 
not of our faith. As we associate with 
them, may we show our respect for 
them.

By President Thomas S. Monson

My brothers and sisters, we 
have experienced two glo-
rious days of inspired mes-

sages. Our hearts have been touched 
and our faith strengthened as we have 
partaken of the spirit which has been 
present during these conference ses-
sions. As we conclude, we thank our 
Heavenly Father for His many bless-
ings to us.

We have been lifted and inspired 
by the beautiful music that has been 
provided during the sessions. The 
prayers which have been given have 
drawn us nearer to heaven.

May I express the heartfelt thanks 

Until We Meet Again
May we all ponder the truths we have heard, and may they 
help us to become even more valiant disciples.
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The Atonement of Jesus Christ 
provides the cleanser necessary to be 
made pure and clean, the soothing 
salve to heal spiritual wounds and 
remove guilt, and the protection that 
enables us to be faithful in times both 
good and bad.

Absolute Truth Exists
To you family members and 

friends who are not members of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, I have attempted to explain 
fundamental reasons why we are 
missionaries.

Absolute truth exists in a world that 
increasingly disdains and dismisses 
absolutes. In a future day, “every knee 
[shall] bow” and “every tongue [shall] 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 
2:10–11). Jesus the Christ absolutely is 
the Only Begotten Son of the Eternal 
Father. As members of His Church, we 
witness He lives and His Church has 
been restored in its fulness in these 
latter days.

The invitations we extend to you 
to learn about and test our message 
grow out of the positive effects the 
gospel of Jesus Christ has had in our 
lives. Sometimes we may be awkward 
or abrupt or even relentless in our 
attempts. Our simple desire is to share 
with you the truths that are of greatest 
worth to us.

As one of the Lord’s Apostles, and 
with all of the energy of my soul, I 
bear witness of His divinity and reality. 
And I invite you to “come and see” 
( John 1:39), in the sacred name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, amen. ◼
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When our youngest daughter 
returned home after her 
first day of school, I asked, 

“How did it go?”
She answered, “It was good.”
The next morning, however, when 

I woke her up for school, she folded 
her arms and firmly stated, “I already 
went to school!” Apparently I had not 
prepared her or explained that going 
to school was not a onetime event but 
that she was expected to go to school 
five days a week for many, many years.

As we consider the principle of 
being prepared, imagine with me the 
following scene. You are sitting in 
the celestial room of the temple and 
notice a number of brides and grooms 
being reverently ushered in and out 
as they wait to be married for time 
and all eternity. A bride enters the 
celestial room, hand in hand with her 
sweetheart. She is wearing a simple 
but beautiful temple dress and a calm, 
peaceful, warm smile on her face. She 

is well groomed but not distracting. 
She takes her seat, glances about, 
and then is suddenly overcome with 
emotion. It seems that her tears come 
because of the awe and reverence she 
has for both the place she is in and the 
sacred ordinance awaiting her and the 
love of her life. Her demeanor seems 
to say, “How grateful I am to be in the 
Lord’s house today, ready to begin an 
eternal journey with a beloved eternal 
companion.” She seems prepared for 
much more than just an event.

Our cute teenage granddaughter 
recently left a note for me on my 
pillow that in part said: “One thing 
that strikes me as I enter the temple is 
the peaceful, loving spirit that dwells 
there. . . . People can go to the temple 
to receive inspiration.” 1 She is right. 
We can receive inspiration and revela-
tion in the temple—and also power to 
cope with the adversities of life. What 
she is learning about the temple as 
she consistently participates in taking 

Prepared in a Manner 
That Never Had  
Been Known
May we prepare to worthily receive saving ordinances drop  
by drop and keep the associated covenants wholeheartedly.

There are those who struggle every 
day with challenges. Let us extend to 
them our concern, as well as a helping 
hand. As we care for each other, we 
will be blessed.

May we remember the elderly and 
those who are homebound. As we take 
time to visit them, they will know that 
they are loved and valued. May we fol-
low the mandate to “succor the weak, 
lift up the hands which hang down, 
and strengthen the feeble knees.” 1

May we be people of honesty and 
integrity, trying to do the right thing 
at all times and in all circumstances. 
May we be faithful followers of Christ, 
examples of righteousness, thus 
becoming “lights in the world.” 2

My brothers and sisters, I thank you 
for your prayers in my behalf. They 
strengthen me and lift me as I strive 
with all my heart and strength to do 
God’s will and to serve Him and to 
serve you.

As we leave this conference, I 
invoke the blessings of heaven upon 
each of you. May you who are away 
from your homes return to them safely 
and find all in order. May we all pon-
der the truths we have heard, and may 
they help us to become even more 
valiant disciples than we were when 
this conference began.

Until we meet again in six months’ 
time, I ask the Lord’s blessings to be 
upon you and, indeed, upon all of us, 
and I do so in His holy name—even 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior—
amen. ◼

NOTES
 1. Doctrine and Covenants 81:5.
 2. Philippians 2:15.
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