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Tonight my thoughts are about 
a boy somewhere in the world.
He is wondering if he can do

what being a priesthood holder will
require of him. I had that worry when
I was about 13 or 14.

I had grown up in the mission field
where there was only a tiny branch,
which met in my home. Then my fam-
ily moved to where there were stakes
and large wards and chapels and quo-
rums of boys who all seemed to know
so much more than I did about what
priesthood holders do. They had in

that ward a complicated pattern for
passing the sacrament. I felt almost
certain that I would make a mistake
when my turn to pass or prepare the
sacrament came.

In my fear and desperation, I
remember going outside the chapel
to be alone. I was worried. I prayed
for help and for some assurance that 
I would not fail in serving God in His
priesthood. 

It is now many years later. I have
held the Melchizedek Priesthood for
more than 50 years. But in the last
few days I have prayed with that same
pleading for help and assurance that I
will not fail in the call which has come
to me to serve in the First Presidency.
Others seem so much more able to
serve and so much better prepared.
But as I prayed this time I think I
could feel an answer that was proba-
bly sent to me outside the Yalecrest
Ward chapel long ago. It is the same
answer you can expect to get when
you face a call to serve in the priest-
hood which seems beyond you. 

The message may come in words
to your mind or in a feeling or both.
But it will include at least three things
to give you assurance and guidance in
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what you must do in this seemingly
overwhelming calling.

First, the assurance will come from
a memory of times Heavenly Father
has helped you through dangers and
difficulties. That’s happened to me in
the last few days.

When I was young and still living 
in New Jersey, a large crowd of angry
people gathered in front of our
house. My mother went out to meet
them, standing alone in this crowd of
people who looked very dangerous to
me. I couldn’t hear what she said, but
after a few minutes they went away
peacefully. I still remember that I had
seen a miracle.

From when I was older, I have a
more recent memory of a crowd of

angry people I was called by the First
Presidency to face who suddenly and
inexplicably were touched by a spirit
of calm and reconciliation. 

Another time, I was sent to speak
to leaders of churches in the United
States and ministers of those churches
who had met in Minneapolis to deal
with the problem of competition
among churches.

When I arrived, I found that I was
assigned to be a speaker. My subject
was to be: Why there was a need for a
restoration of the true Church through
Joseph Smith. I was a last-minute sub-
stitute for Elder Neal A. Maxwell.

When I arrived in the city the night
before the meetings and looked at
the program, I called President

Hinckley. I told him that the meetings
were to last three days, that many
talks were to be given at the same
time, that the crowd could choose
which one to attend. I told him that 
I thought if I told the truth, I feared
that no one would come to my sec-
ond session and that I might be com-
ing home very quickly. I asked him
what he thought I should do. He said,
“Use your best judgment.”

I prayed through the night. Some-
where near dawn, I was sure I was 
to say about the Restoration not,
“This is what we believe happened 
to Joseph Smith and why we believe 
it happened,” but, “This is what 
happened to Joseph Smith, and 
this is why the Lord did it.” In the
nighttime I was given no assurance 
of the outcome, just a clear direction—
go forward.

To my amazement, after my talk
the ministers lined up to speak to me.
Every one of them, one after another
coming to me, told essentially the
same story. Each of them had met a
member of the Church somewhere in
their lives that they admired. Many of
them said that they lived in a commu-
nity where the stake president had
come to the aid of not just his mem-
bers but of the community in a disas-
ter. They asked if I could take back
their greeting and their thanks to
people I not only didn’t know but 
had no hope of ever meeting.

By the end of the three days of
meetings, larger and larger crowds
were coming to hear the message of
the Restoration of the gospel and the
true Church of Jesus Christ not
because they believed the message
but because they had seen goodness
in people’s lives—the fruits of that
restoration.

As I prayed in these last few nights,
those and other memories flooded
back with an assurance something
like this: “Haven’t I always looked
after you? Think of the times I have
led you beside the still waters.
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Remember the times I have set a table
before you in the presence of your
enemies. Remember, and fear no
evil.” (See Psalm 23.)

So to the new deacons: remember.
He has always taken care of you from
your childhood. To the new quorum
presidents: remember. To you fathers
with children who are a challenge to
you: remember, and have no fear.
What is impossible for you is possible
with God’s help in His service. And
even when you were very small and 
in the years since, He has with His
power and His Spirit gone before
your face and been on your left hand
and on your right hand when you
went in His service (see D&C 84:88).
You can receive assurance that God
will watch over you if you pray for it 
in faith. I know that.

The second part of the message
you will receive as you pray for help
in facing a hard assignment came to
me very early Friday morning. I had
prayed, as you will, about overwhelm-
ing inadequacies. The answer was
very clear and very direct and really a
rebuke as I prayed. “Forget yourself—
start praying about the people you
are to serve.” That does wonders, I
can testify, to bring the Holy Ghost.

But be prepared to lose track of
time as you pray. You will feel love for
the people you are to serve. You will
feel their needs, their hopes, their
hurts, and those of their families. And
as you pray, the circle will grow wider
than you would imagine, to perhaps
people not in your quorum or your
family but to those they love across
the world. When you forget yourself
to pray for the circle of others, your
service will be extended in your heart.
It will change not only your service
but your heart. That is because the
Father and His Beloved Son, whom
you are called to serve, know and love
so many people your service will
touch, however limited to a few it
may seem to be to you.

The third and final message you

can watch for when you pray for help
in a hard priesthood assignment is
this one—I got this one as well—go
to work. Priesthood power is given
you to bless others. And that always
takes moving out and doing some-
thing, usually something hard to do.
So you can expect, in addition to
assurance of God’s help and the com-
mand to forget yourself, the clear
prompting by the Holy Ghost to go
and do something which will bless
someone’s life. That may be as obvi-
ous as going prayerfully to visit a per-
son or a family or a quorum member
to whom you are assigned to serve.
For a father it may be to correct one
of his children.

Whether what you do is to correct
or to teach the gospel of Jesus Christ,
you will do it better if you remember
what success will be. You are to help
Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus
Christ, make eternal life possible for
those you serve. To do that, the Spirit
must take a testimony down into 
their hearts. And that testimony has
to lead them to choose to keep the
commandments of God, whatever
storms and temptations may come.

With that in mind, the Spirit will
guide you in teaching and correcting

with priesthood power. You will keep
yourself clean so that you will teach
with the Spirit. You will pray for the
Spirit to tell you when to correct and
how to correct and how to show an
increase of love (see D&C 121:43–44).
Whatever you do in your priesthood
service can be guided and measured
by how well it could or did help the
person take a testimony of the truth
down into his or her life and heart,
enough for the Atonement to work
and keep working.

You can get assurance in your 
service. You can forget yourself and
begin to pray for and love those you
are to serve. And you can choose
what to do and measure success by
the degree to which it changes the
hearts of the people you serve.

But it is never going to be easy for
you or for those you serve. There will
always be pain in service and in the
repentance necessary to bring the
power of the Atonement to change
hearts. That is in the nature of what
you are called to do. Think of the
Savior, whose service you are in. At
what point in His mortal life can you
see an instance when it was easy for
Him? Did He ask easy things of His
disciples then? Then why should it
ever be easy in His service or for His
disciples?

The reason for that is suggested 
by the phrase “a broken heart,” about
which you have been taught so well
today. The scriptures sometimes
speak of people’s hearts being soft-
ened, but more often the words
describing the state we seek for our-
selves and for those we serve are a
“broken heart.” This may help us
accept that our call to serve and the
need for the repentance we need and
seek will not be easy. And it helps us
understand better why testimony
needs to go down into the hearts of
our people. Faith that Jesus Christ
atoned for their sins has to go down
into the heart—a broken heart.

Now, tonight let us decide together
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what we are going to do. All of us,
whatever our callings may be, face
tasks that are beyond our own pow-
ers. I do and you do. That’s true from
the simple fact that success is to get
testimony down into the hearts of
people. We can’t make that happen.
Even God won’t force that on anyone.

So success requires people we
serve to choose to accept the testi-
mony of the Spirit into their hearts.
The Spirit is ready. But many people
aren’t ready to invite the Spirit. Our
task, which is in our power, is to
invite the Spirit into our lives so that
people we serve will want to have the
fruits of the Spirit in their lives—the
fruits that they can see in ours.

This leads me to some suggestions
of what we can choose to do or not to
do. Some things we can do invite the
Spirit. Some force the Spirit to with-
draw. You know that from your own
experience.

No priesthood holder who wants
to succeed will be careless about
where his eyes may go. Choosing to
look at images which incite lust will
cause the Spirit to withdraw. You have
been warned by Elder Clayton as well
as you may ever be warned about 
the dangers of the Internet and the
media in putting pornographic
images before us. But immodesty is

now so common that everyday life
requires discipline—a conscious
choice not to linger watching what-
ever might create in us feelings which
would repel the Spirit.

The same care is required in what
we say. We cannot hope to speak for
the Lord unless we are careful with
our speech. Vulgarity and profanity
offend the Spirit. Just as immodesty
seems to be more common, so does
vulgar and profane language. It used
to be that only in certain places and
with certain groups would we hear
the name of the Lord taken in vain or
hear vulgar words and crude humor.
Now it seems to be everywhere and,
for many, socially acceptable, where
once it was not.

You can decide—and you must—
to change what you say even when
you can’t control what others say. But
I know from my own experience that
even in such a terrible situation you
can count on God’s help. Years ago 
I was an air force officer serving for
two years in an office with a marine
colonel, an army colonel, and a griz-
zled navy commander. They had
learned to speak in war and in peace
in a way which offended me, and I
know it repelled the Holy Ghost. I
was at the time serving as a district
missionary, trying in the evenings to

go out to find people and teach them
under the influence of the Holy
Ghost. It was very hard. I was only a
lieutenant. They were very senior to
me. I had no way of changing their
language. But I prayed for help. I
don’t know how God did it, but in
time their language changed. Slowly
the profanity disappeared and then
the vulgarity. Only when they drank
liquor did it come back, but that was
in the evenings, so I could excuse
myself for missionary work.

You can have memories like that to
sustain your faith when life puts you
in difficult places. God helps the faith-
ful priesthood holder who decides to
see and say no evil, even in a wicked
world. It will not be easy. It never is.
But you can have the promise fulfilled
for you as I know that it can be for
me: “Let virtue garnish thy thoughts
unceasingly; then shall thy confidence
wax strong in the presence of God;
and the doctrine of the priesthood
shall distil upon thy soul as the dews
from heaven” (D&C 121:45).

I testify that I know that you and 
I hold the priesthood of God and 
that He will answer our prayers with
sweet assurance and with the help 
to serve Him better. I so promise 
you and testify in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen. ■


