the veil to come unto their Savior,
receive the blessings of the holy
temple, have enduring joy, and
qualify for eternal life.?

Eventual exaltation requires our
complete fidelity now to covenants
we make and ordinances we receive
in the house of the Lord. At this time,
we have 159 functioning temples,
and more are under construction.
We want to bring temples closer to
the expanding membership of the
Church. So we are now pleased to
announce plans to construct seven
more temples. Those temples will
be located in the following loca-
tions: Salta, Argentina; Bengaluru,
India; Managua, Nicaragua; Cagayan
de Oro, Philippines; Layton, Utah;
Richmond, Virginia; and a major city
yet to be determined in Russia.

My dear brothers and sisters,
construction of these temples may
not change your life, but your time
in the temple surely will. In that
spirit, I bless you to identify those
things you can set aside so you can
spend more time in the temple. I
bless you with greater harmony and
love in your homes and a deeper
desire to care for your eternal fam-
ily relationships. I bless you with
increased faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ and a greater ability to follow
Him as His true disciples.

I bless you to raise your voice in
testimony, as I do now, that we are
engaged in the work of Almighty God!
Jesus is the Christ. This is His Church,
which He directs through His anointed
servants. I so testify, with my expres-
sion of love for each of you, in the
sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen. l

NOTES
1. “Let Us All Press On,” Hymns, no. 243.
2. Defined in Doctrine and Covenants 14:7
as “the greatest of all the gifts of God.”

or the information of the members of the Church, the First Presidency
has issued the following statistics concerning the growth and status of

the Church as of December 31, 2017.

Church Units

Stakes 3,341
Missions 421
Districts 553
Wards and Branches 30,506
Church Membership

Total Membership 16,118,169
New Children of Record 106,771
Converts Baptized 233,729
Missionaries

Full-Time Missionaries 67,049
Church-Service Missionaries 36,172
Temples

Temples ngicated d.ulring 2017 (Paris Frgnce, A
Tucson Arizona, Meridian Idaho, Cedar City Utah)

Temples Rededicated during 2017 (Idaho Falls Idaho) 1
Temples in Operation at Year End 159
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