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As a new convert and student at Brigham Young 
University-Hawaii, Elder Chi Hong (Sam) Wong 
gained much more than an education—he gained 

a sure knowledge that there is a God who knows “the 
details of our lives.”

Born on May 25, 1962, in Hong Kong, China, to Ngan 
Kan and Fat Wong, Elder Wong was one of seven children 
growing up in a small apartment.

At work he met Carol Lu, who introduced him to the 
gospel. The young investigator was baptized February 14, 
1982.

A year later, on July 9, 1983, he married Carol. They 
moved to Laie, Hawaii, USA, so he could attend school. 
Because he was on a student visa, Elder Wong could work 
only 20 hours a week. “We had to really exercise our faith 
and prayers,” he said of what it took to sustain his family.

He worked hard to earn a scholarship, then he took as 
many credit hours as the university would allow. “It wasn’t 
easy,” he recalls. “Once we had that experience we knew 
we could always rely on the power of heaven.”

The Wongs were sealed in the Laie Hawaii Temple on 
August 9, 1984, and their first child was born; three more 
children would eventually join the family. “Those years 
were very special, very sacred,” Elder Wong said.

Elder Wong earned a bachelor of science degree in 
accounting and an associate of science degree in computer 
science; then he felt the need “to go back to Hong Kong 
to serve.”

He later received an MBA from the Hong Kong Open 
University. Elder Wong was the founder and partner of a 
business and quality consulting company and also worked 
at a materials testing and inspection group where he began 
as the senior accountant and left the company as the dep-
uty managing director.

Prior to being sustained on April 5, 2014, as a member 
of the First Quorum of the Seventy, he served as a bishop, 
stake president, and Area Seventy. ◼

Elder Chi Hong 
(Sam) Wong
First Quorum of the Seventy

Elder Larry S. 
Kacher
Second Quorum of the 
Seventy

After many promptings during his young adult years, 
Elder Larry S. Kacher began to recognize a greater 
power guiding him in his life. At age 19, sensitivity  

to the Spirit led him to the gospel of Jesus Christ—a change 
that has made all the difference.

He was born on February 12, 1952, the second oldest of 
the five children born to Albert and Elaine Kacher; he grew 
up in Bloomington, Minnesota, USA.

After high school he went to Europe to ski, and after 
more than six months there he felt he needed to return 
home. Once home, he felt like he needed to go somewhere 
else but didn’t know where. A childhood friend planned to 
move to Utah, and Elder Kacher decided to move with him. 
While in Utah, Elder Kacher enrolled at Brigham Young 
University, learned about the Church, and was baptized.

“As the missionaries taught us, I felt it was true,” he says. 
“As I prayed, I felt that the Church was true.”

He decided to serve a mission and was called to the 
Tahiti Papeete Mission in 1973. After returning home, he 
went back to school at BYU, where he met Pauline Miller. 
They were married in the Manti Utah Temple on October 
29, 1976, and are the parents of six children and the grand-
parents of 11 grandchildren.

Elder Kacher earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and a master’s degree in organizational behavior—both 
from BYU. His career involved consulting to large compa-
nies nationally and internationally.

Prior to being sustained on April 5, 2014, as a member  
of the Second Quorum of the Seventy, Elder Kacher served 
as a branch president, elders quorum president, bishop, 
and stake president’s counselor. He presided over the 
Switzerland Geneva Mission from 2000 to 2003. A few years 
after his return from Switzerland, his work took him to Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, where he was called to serve 
as the first Area Seventy in the Middle East. ◼




