YOUNG ADULTS

Fino Joy N

You, today’s young adults, are curious, tech
savvy, and undaunted. Never has a genera-
tion been so well prepared to use the tools
for finding and sharing information about
their ancestors. Here's a sampling of how
family history is blessing the lives of your
peers. Since things are changing so quickly
online, we've supplemented their experi-
ences with some of the latest helps available.

| SEARCH ORIGINAL
RECORDS

| thoroughly love digging through
dusty records like maps, newspa-
pers, microfilms, charts, photo-
graphs, documents, journals,

and books. The sense of satis-
faction that comes is similar to
the reward of mining for buried
treasure—occasionally you strike
a rich vein of golden information.
Now many of my ancestors and
their families have received their
temple ordinances.

Cassandra Nielsen, Utah, USA



| REALIZE WE NEED
EACH OTHER

The importance of family history
hit me in a college religion class
when | realized that we cannot

be made perfect without our
ancestors (see D&C 128:15). For
the first time in my life, | marveled
at how much | could learn from
the courage, failures, and faith of
my own forefathers. | realized that
family history is as much about
discovering who | am as it is about

doing vital temple work for them. | DO TEMPLE WORK FOR
I will be forever grateful for the MY ANCESTORS

class lesson that taught me we
cannot attain perfection without
our ancestors.

Shannon Kelly, Utah, USA

When | moved away from home to
attend college, | brought along index
cards, each with the information about
one of my ancestors. As | did the bap-
Go to Family Tree at tisms for my ancestors in the temple,
FamilySearch.org to see if some- a feeling of selfless love came into my
one may have added interesting heart (see D&C 2:1-3). Doing this work
stories or photos of your ancestors.
Or you can add your favorite sto- also helped me feel connected to my
ries or photos for others to enjoy. immediate family while | was living far
from home.

Sister Denali Lathrop, Arizona Tempe Mission
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| GATHER STORIES FROM
MY GRANDMA

WE DO FAMILYSEARCH INDEXING

As newlyweds my husband, Daniel, and | went to Chile and gath-
ered our family history, resulting in temple ordinances for 3,000
ancestors. Back in Utah, we became so involved in our college
studies that we had little time to do family history, so we started
doing indexing instead. Most mornings Daniel did indexing, while
our 22-month-old son sat nearby with his toy computer, imitating
his father. It changed the spirit in our home, and our efforts will
give deceased children of our Heavenly Father a chance to enjoy
the blessings of the gospel.

Rose Marie Stewart, Cachapoal, Chile

New See familysearch.org/indexing. Volunteers have extracted
more than two billion names worldwide from scanned documents.
This indexing makes historic records searchable online. Exciting new
changes have recently been made to make indexing even easier.
You will love them.




| WRITE THE STORIES
OF MY ANCESTORS

When | was a child, my family
gathered around the tombstones
of my third great-grandparents,
and my father told us story after
story about this pioneer family. My
curiosity about my ancestors never
left me. Because so many of the
temple ordinances had been done
for my ancestors, | prayed to know
what | could do. Writing stories of
my ancestors came as an answer
to my prayer. In the process of
doing this, | have come to know,
love, and cherish them.

Katherine Olson, Utah, USA

At familysearch.org/
photos/stories, you can use a simple

automated process to write an
ancestor’s story right online and
link it to the person’s Family Tree
profile—preserving it there for
future generations.

| WRITE IN MY JOURNAL T

As | face life decisions, | write in my
journal pertinent scriptures, conf-
erence quotes, and summaries of
Church magazine articles that meet
my spiritual needs. These give me strength and direction. During
trials, I reread my journals and find uplifting reminders of the Lord's
hand in my life. The records I've kept of both the pleasant moments
and the difficult ones show me how the Lord has always blessed me
in the past, is assisting me in the present, and will always be there in
my future. My journal does not depict a perfect person. It is a record
of my journey of self-discovery and becoming. | also “write the
things of my soul . . . for the learning and the profit of my children”
(2 Nephi 4:15).
Theresia May, USA
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| MEET A NEWLY
DISCOVERED RELATIVE

| have had muscular dystrophy since age
seven, so | am unable to lift my hands,
write with a pencil, move my legs, or
hold up my head and neck. Yet | know
God sent me here with a purpose, so |
place my trust in Him. Every day | prop
up my computer to do family history.
While researching my Garcia line, | dis-
covered | was related to a professional
football player, Joe Kapp, who was known for his toughness and
leading his team to the Super Bowl. His mother was a first cousin
to my great-grandma. | emailed him and he came to visit me. He
signed a football for me, and | gave him a Book of Mormon. We
talked about his glory days as a football player and about my life.
As we did, we both recognized that we had strength and determi-
nation in common. | don't know how long the Lord will continue
to preserve my life, but | am determined to use all my strength to
accomplish the Savior's work. After all, now | know toughness runs
in my family.

Raj Sidhu (pictured above), California, USA
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