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8 F r i e n d

By Danielle Kennington
(Based on a true story)

Be faithful, and yield to no temptation (D&C 9:13).

Connor sat down at the family computer and typed 
in the website address his friend had given him. 

“You’ve got to check it out!” his friend had said.
But as soon as the website appeared, Connor felt 

awful. He quickly tried to close the page, but the more 
he clicked, the more bad pictures popped up. In a 
panic, Connor hit the off button on the computer and 
ran to his bedroom.

Connor felt sorry he had seen those pictures. Since 
his baptism a few months ago, he had started to feel the 
special peace of the Holy Ghost. But after seeing those 
pictures, Connor didn’t feel peace at all. He felt guilty 
and scared that someone would know what he had 
seen.

Connor was quiet during dinner. He tried to listen to 
his family’s conversation, but the pictures he had seen 
kept coming back into his mind. The sick feeling in his 
stomach wouldn’t go away.

When he said his prayer that night, Connor told 
Heavenly Father about the pictures he had seen. He 
said he was sorry and wouldn’t do it again. After the 
prayer he felt a little more peace, but he also had a feel-
ing that he should go talk to Mom. Connor really didn’t 
want to tell her what had happened. What if she got 
angry or was disappointed?

Finally, Connor decided to talk to her. He went to  
Mom’s room and sat on her bed, where she was 
reading.

“Mom, can I talk to you?” he asked.
“Sure, honey,” Mom said. “What is it?”
He blurted it all out. He told her about what his friend 

said, and he told her about what he saw when he visited 
the site. Mom watched him closely, but she didn’t seem 
angry.

“I didn’t know what to do,” Connor said. “So I just 
turned off the computer and ran away. I’m so sorry, 
Mom. I shouldn’t have typed in that address in the first 
place, but I didn’t know it was bad.”

Mom gave Connor a hug. “Connor, I am so sorry you 
saw those pictures,” she said. “Some people try to trick 
children into seeing bad things. But you did the right 
thing. If you see bad pictures on the computer, you need 
to ‘crash and tell.’ That means push the power button to 
turn off the computer and then come and tell me right 
away. You did exactly the right thing.”

Connor felt so relieved!
“Connor, I want you to know it is not your fault,” 

Mom said. “It was a mistake, and you don’t need to feel 
guilty about what happened.”

“But, Mom, if I did the right thing, why did I feel so 
bad inside?”
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“I will keep my mind and body sacred  
and pure.”
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Internet Safety
In “Crash and Tell” on pages 8–9, 

Connor learns what to do when he 
encounters inappropriate content on 
the Internet. An accompanying list of 
Internet safety tips on page 10 gives 
helpful guidelines all children need  
to know.

COMMENTST H E  N E W  E R A

T H E  F R I E N D 

Good Examples
Elder Joseph W. Sitati tells about four 

young people from Africa who are all 
great examples of living the gospel. Read 
“Your Example Matters” on page 40 to 
see how setting a good example not only 
strengthens you, but it can strengthen 
others also.

A Testimony of Her Own
There comes a time for every young 

person when they must decide for 
themselves if they have a testimony. For 
Jennie, it came during family home eve-
ning when her parents and siblings took 
turns sharing their testimonies. Read “A 
Testimony of My Own” on page 6.

On Being Shy
Do you have sons or daughters who 

consider themselves shy? “From Shyness 
to Strength” on page 30 tells about what 
causes shyness, the two main types of 
shy people, what they can do about it, 
and what others can do to help.

THANKS FOR THE HARD 
WORK

I just want to thank you and 
your staff for the changes 

you have been making. The 
pagination and column design 
makes the magazine flow and 
easy to read. The artwork is 
amazing and the articles are so 
well planned. I worked in the 
publishing industry for several 
years. I managed ad sales and 
almost every issue, artwork 
from advertisers was always 
last minute. So I watched our 
editors almost pull their hair 
out trying to make deadlines 
with late ads and overdue 
articles. I’m glad you don’t 
have advertisers. On rare 
occasions you might experience 
our leaders, maybe including 
our beloved Prophet President 
Monson (a publisher), creating 
some interesting deadlines, but 
their words on print and elec-
tronic copy are so worth your 
late night efforts.

Again, thank you for your 
hard work. The Ensign has 
always been an important part 
of my life. Every month there 
are articles that have helped 
me to stay close to the Lord.
Larry Willes 
California, USA

Summer Reading
The Friend summer reading program 

(pages 24–25) will keep children busy 
and happy with a whole summer full of 
reading and activities from the pages of 
the Friend.


