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A MEANS OF
SELF-RELIANCE

“An almost for-
gotten means of
- economic self-
reliance is the

home production

We all became excited about the prospects of a garden.
We met together to determine the needs of the participants
and how much we needed to plant. We inventoried the
equipment and materials we already had and then pooled
our money to purchase what we lacked. With much antici-
pation we plotted and planted our garden.

The soil proved to be rich, and new plants sprang up
quickly, providing great hope to those participating in our
garden project. But as large weeds soon filled our garden,
maintenance became particularly challenging. The work
was grueling. My knees and back ached after I spent only
a few hours working. As it became increasingly difficult to
keep up with the demands of our large garden, I began
to feel overwhelmed about the amount of work before us.
In these moments I tried to remember the taste of home-
grown vegetables I had enjoyed in years past, and that—
along with the prospects of helping to feed our family—
was enough to keep me going.

of food. We are too accustomed
to going to stores and purchasing )
what we need. By producing some
of our food we reduce, to a great
extent, the impact of inflation on
our money. More importantly, we
learn how to produce our own food
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| a beneficial project.”
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“Prepare for the Days of Tribulation,” =
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Little by little I found that the more time I spent i
garden, the more positive my attitude became. I found
myself rising early each morning, eager to get out in the
garden and work in the soil. The burden I had formerly
felt was slowly replaced with a renewed sense of indepen-
dence in helping to provide sustenance for our family.

As I cultivated a love for gardening, I was surprised
to find I had also cultivated better friendships. While the
garden did not eliminate all of our problems, it did help
tremendously with grocery bills. I enjoyed the time I spent
working alongside my neighbors, away from the distrac-
tions of everyday life and united in a cause. We felt grati-
fied observing our progress and eventually harvesting the
results of our hard work.

In our time of great need, the Lord provided a way for
us to follow the counsel we had received from His proph-
ets. Following that counsel protected our family and pro-
vided for our needs—physical, emotional, and spiritual. B
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