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WHAT’S NEW IN 



Are you looking for ways to help  
 children feel the Spirit and grow 
  in the gospel? The Friend (the 

Church’s magazine for children) just 
got even more helpful!

1. More for Young Children
Flip the Friend upside down to 

read the Friend Junior, beginning 
from the back cover. It’s a brand-new 
section just for pre- and early readers. 
Check out “For Parents of Little Ones,” 
a page of teaching tips on a variety  
of topics.

2. The Power of the Book  
of Mormon

Make this life-changing book a 
part of your children’s lives. To help 
with that, you’ll find a new Book  
of Mormon hero card, reading chart 
coloring page, and simplified Book 
of Mormon story each month in  
the magazine.

3. Easy Family Home Evening Ideas
Children can help plan family 

night! Each month, look for “Family 
Night Fun” to find an activity, recipe, 
and other easy family home evening 
ideas based on stories out of “their” 
magazine.

4. Primary Connection
Every issue of the Friend has 

support for the monthly sharing 
time theme and Primary lessons. 
Just look in the table of contents 
for the diamond-shaped “Primary 
Connection” icon. ◼

You can order copies at store.lds.org.  
Click on “Magazines.” Subscriptions are  
only $8 a year.
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For Parents  
of Little Ones

Here are a few ways you can 
help church be even more 
meaningful for your kids—and 
for yourself too!

Sometimes going to church with a young 

child can seem like the longest three 

hours of the week. We pick cereal up off the 

floor. We shush our noisy little ones. Is it  

really worth the effort?

Yes, it is! That’s because little by little, our 

young children are learning about Christ and 

His teachings. Bit by bit, they’re learning how 

to pray and how to recognize the Spirit.

Show pictures of Jesus and explain 
that we learn about Him at church. Even 
babies start to recognize His face and get 
excited when they see Him.

On Saturday night sing, “Saturday is a 
special day” (Children’s Songbook, 196) 
and have your kids help lay out clothing 
and breakfast items for the next morning.

Pack a small bag  
with books or quiet  
activities that focus 

on the gospel  
and Christ.

Have children draw pictures of stories 
they remember from their classes and hang 
them up on a special “Sunday wall.”

Practice “reverence skills” like folding 
arms, whispering, and listening to quiet 
music.

After church, have everyone share 
something they learned that day.

In time, the learning that begins when 
children are small will lead to much greater 
understanding and wonderful blessings as 
they make covenants with the Lord.

STORIES AND FEATURES
 2 Follow the Prophet: Following in the Savior’s Footsteps / 
    President Thomas S. Monson
 4 Lots to Like
 6 Family Night Fun
 8 The Cleanup Crew
 10 Question Corner
 11 Heavenly Father Loves Me
 12 Answers from an Apostle: Elder Robert D. Hales
 14 Friends Who Stand Tall: Standing Tall in Ethiopia
 16 Bright Idea
 17 Bulletin Board
 18 Windows before Winter
 20 A Year with the Book of Mormon!
 22 Book of Mormon Hero: Nephi
 23 I Can Read the Book of Mormon
 24 The Book of Mormon Teaches about Jesus Christ
 26 Behind the Scenes
 28 Show and Tell
 30 Friend to Friend: Elder Chi Hong (Sam) Wong

MUSIC
 33 If I Listen with My Heart

For Older Kids
 34 How Embarrassing!
 36 Friendship Matters
 38 Matt and Mandy
 39 Stop and Flip

Things to Make and Do
 9 Funstuff: Hidden Picture
 21 Funstuff: Build Your Own Boat!
 32 Happy Sabbath: Getting Ready for the  
   Sabbath
 37 Funstuff: New Year Hobbies

Friend Junior
 IBC For Parents of Little Ones
 FJ1 Bright Idea
 FJ2 Eva Goes to Primary
 FJ3 It’s Primary Time
 FJ4 Book of Mormon Stories: Journey to the  
   Promised Land
 FJ7 Coloring Page
 FJ8 Reading Better Every Day

Ring clue will  
go here.

Front cover by Andrew Bosley
Back cover by Taia Morley

Hidden CTR Rings
Level 1: A compass guides you right
Level 2: Giving helps others
Level 3: No hint!
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◆Primary Connection Find stories and activities to go with this month’s sharing time theme and lessons.  

Find more topics at lessonhelps.lds.org.
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Nephi had to do many hard and scary things. He had to leave his home, get the brass plates from a 
wicked man, and help his family survive in the wilderness. But he trusted God and found the courage to 

obey. How can you follow Nephi’s example this month?

Nephi Was OBEDIENT
B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  H E R O
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□  Memorize 1 Nephi 3:7.

□  When your parents ask you to do  
something, be obedient like Nephi!

□  Watch chapters 2–9 of the  
Book of Mormon videos at  
scripturestories. lds. org.

□  I challenge myself to . . .

My mom and I started reading 
the Book of Mormon. As we 
read about Nephi, I realized 
that Nephi always obeyed, 
and he was blessed because 
of it. I feel that this is the 
right way to be, and I want to 
be like Nephi. So now when 
my mom says, “Take out the 
trash,” I say, “OK, Mom!”
Heidi M., age 10, Yeongnam, 

Cut, fold, and keep this challenge 

I  CAN BE OBEDIENT!

N E P H I

Ellie B., age 8, Utah, USA

http://store.lds.org



