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were added. Except for the 
visible pipes and casework, the 
present organ was basically new 
in 1948, but among its 11,623 
pipes are 122 from the original 
organ and 95 others from pre-
1948 rebuilds. 

The pipes come in an 
astounding array of sizes and 
shapes, from tiny pipes the 
width and length of a drinking 
straw to fat pipes over 30 feet 
(9 meters) tall. Finished wood, 
zinc, and a combination of lead 
and tin are a few of the materi-
als used to make the pipes. 
Only the largest 10 of the visible 
gold pipes are “speaking” pipes, 
while the remaining 41 are 
simply dummies that mask the 
body of the organ.

Brother Poll knows the 
organ as though it were an old 
friend. He shakes his head with 
exasperated affection at the 
instrument’s quirks, such as the 
way some pipes will never tune 
properly if tuned together. 

He knows, perhaps better 
than anyone, what a magnificent 
instrument the Tabernacle organ 
is—and what it takes to keep it 
that way. Because of Robert Poll 
and Lamont Anderson’s care, 
each of the instruments around 
Temple Square is an exceptional 
instrument.

Find this story and its accom-
panying video and a photo gal-
lery at news.lds.org/organtechs. ◼

President Monson  
Breaks Ground in Rome

President Thomas S. Monson 
broke ground for the Rome 
Italy Temple on October 23, 
2010. Announced in 2008, the 
40,000-square-foot (3,700 square 
meter) temple will be the twelfth 
in Europe and the first in Italy. 
The 15-acre (6 ha) site will 
include a meetinghouse, a visitors’ 
center, a family history center, 
and patron housing. 

Temple Underway  
in Córdoba, Argentina

Elder Neil L. Andersen of  
the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles broke ground for a 
temple in Córdoba, Argentina, on 
October 30, 2010. The site was 
home to one of the Church’s 
earliest chapels in Argentina. “How 
wonderful that its final purpose 
will be to embrace the house of 
the Lord,” said Elder Andersen. 
The temple will be the second  
in Argentina, with the first in 
Buenos Aires. 

Ground Broken  
in Gilbert, Arizona 

Elder Claudio R. M. Costa of the 
Presidency of the Seventy broke 
ground for the Gilbert Arizona 
Temple on November 13, 2010. 
The Gilbert Arizona Temple will 
be Arizona’s fourth temple. A fifth 
has been announced for Phoenix, 
Arizona. ◼

Simplified Organ Music Available Online
Manual-Only Hymns for Organ and 

Transformations, two complementary books, 
have been produced to help pianists adapt to 
the organ. Manual-Only Hymns for Organ is 
a compilation of 38 popular hymns arranged 
to be played without pedals. Transformations 
contains introductions and endings for the 
same 38 hymns that “transform” them into 
prelude and postlude music. Download the 
set free of charge at music.lds.org. Click on 
Learning Materials then Accompanying 
Others then Manual-Only Hymns for 
Organists. 

Mormon Channel Content  
Available on Demand

The Church has now been providing con-
tent on demand for several months through 
its official iTunes page, the Mormon Channel, 
at itunes.lds.org. In addition to content from 
the Mormon Channel radio station, the page 
provides content from general conference, 
CES broadcasts, Church magazines, Mormon 
Messages, and other Church products. 
Mormon Channel includes Church materials in 
American Sign Language, Cantonese, English, 
French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Mandarin, 
Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish, 
and Tongan. ◼
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