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PUTTING MY
MARRIAGE

BY IRENE EUBANKS

ike any couple, my husband and I have had dis-

agreements during our marriage. But one inci-

dent stands out in my mind. I no longer recall
the reason for our disagreement, but we ended up
not speaking at all, and I remember feeling that it was
all my husband’s fault. I felt I had done absolutely
nothing for which I needed to apologize.

As the day went by, I waited for my husband to say
he was sorry. Surely he could see how wrong he was. It
must be obvious how much he had hurt my feelings. I
felt I had to stand up for myself; it was the principle that
mattered.

As the day was drawing to a close, I started to realize
that I was waiting in vain, so I went to the Lord in prayer.

I prayed that my husband would realize what he had done
and how it was hurting our marriage. I prayed that he
would be inspired to apologize so we could end our
disagreement.

As I'was praying, I felt a strong impression that I should
go to my husband and apologize. I was a bit shocked by this
impression and immediately pointed out in my prayer that I
had done nothing wrong and therefore should not have to
say [ was sorry. A thought came strongly to my mind: “Do you
want to be right, or do you want to be married?”

As I considered this question, I realized that I could hold
onto my pride and not give in until he apologized, but how long
would that take? Days? I was miserable while we weren’t speak-
ing to each other. I understood that while this incident itself
wouldn’t be the end of our marriage, if I were always unyielding,
that might cause serious damage over the years. I decided it was
more important to have a happy, loving marriage than to keep my
pride intact over something that would later seem trivial.

BEFORE MY
PRIDE

I went to my husband and apologized
for upsetting him. He also apologized,
and soon we were happy and united again

in love.

Since that time there have been occasions
when I have needed to ask myself that ques-
tion again: “Do you want to be right, or do

you want to be married?” How grateful I am
for the great lesson I learned the first time I
faced that question. It has always helped me
realign my perspective and put my husband
and my marriage before my own pride. ll
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