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warnings and promises, and it may 
reveal what the Lord expects of you 
and what your potential is. The prom-
ised blessings will be fulfilled in the 
Lord’s time—subject to your faithful-
ness. Only by following the counsel 
in the blessing will you receive the 
promised blessings. Some of the 
blessings may even occur in the next 
life. Your patriarchal blessing will not 
give complete details of your life. If it 
does not mention a full-time mission 
or temple marriage, for example, that 
does not mean that you won’t have 
that opportunity.

Your patriarchal blessing will also 
declare your lineage in the house of 

In the Church there are two kinds of 
 patriarchs: (1) fathers and (2) men 

who are ordained to the office of patri-
arch in the Melchizedek Priesthood. 
Fathers who hold the Melchizedek 
Priesthood can give blessings to their 
family members, but these blessings 
are not recorded by the Church, 
although they may be recorded by the 
family. On the other hand, blessings 
given to worthy Church members by 
an ordained patriarch are recorded by 
the Church; these blessings are called 
“patriarchal blessings.”

Patriarchs give blessings according 
to the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 
Your patriarchal blessing may contain 

PATRIARCHAL BLESSINGS: 
INSPIRED GUIDANCE  
FOR YOUR LIFE
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“The same Lord who 
provided a Liahona 
for Lehi provides for 
you and for me today 
a rare and valuable 
gift to give direction 
to our lives, to mark 

the hazards to our safety, and to chart 
the way, even safe passage—not to a 

Israel—you could be from the tribe 
of Ephraim, Judah, Manasseh, or one 
of the other tribes.1 This lineage is 
important because of the Abrahamic 
covenant, which includes the Lord’s 
promise to Abraham that through 
his posterity “shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed, even with the 
blessings of the Gospel” (Abraham 
2:11). All Church members belong to 
the house of Israel, either by literal 
descent or by spiritual adoption. As 
such, we have a role to play in carry-
ing the gospel to the world.

To receive a patriarchal blessing, 
speak with your bishop or branch 
president, who can give you a recom-
mend to receive one. You can enhance 
the experience of receiving a blessing 
if you fast and pray beforehand. Close 
family members may be present when 
you receive your patriarchal blessing.

After receiving your blessing, a 
printed copy of it will be sent to you. 
Keep it confidential; its counsel and 
promises are personal to you and 
should not be shared casually with 
others. Study it often; it will provide 
guidance, comfort, and protection. ◼

NOTE
 1. See Guide to the Scriptures, “Israel,”  

scriptures.lds.org to learn about the twelve 
tribes of Israel.

promised land, but to our heavenly 
home. The gift to which I refer is 
known as your patriarchal blessing. 
Every worthy member of the Church 
is entitled to receive such a precious 
and priceless personal treasure.”

President Thomas S. Monson, “Your Patriarchal 
Blessing: A Liahona of Light,” Ensign, Nov. 
1986, 65.

A PRICELESS PERSONAL TREASURE

http://scriptures.lds.org
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After you receive a 
patriarchal blessing, 
study it often and try to 
follow its counsel. It can 
bring comfort and help 
strengthen your faith.

All patriarchal blessings 
are stored at Church 
headquarters. If you 
lose your copy, you 
can request another 
through LDS.org.

Talk with your bishop 
or branch president 
to determine if you 
are ready to receive a 
patriarchal blessing.
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The office of patriarch, 
called “evangelist” in 
the New Testament, 
was restored in the 
latter days. Joseph 
Smith Sr. was the 
Church’s first 
patriarch.

Patriarchal blessings 
began in the days 
of Adam, when he 
blessed his posterity 
(see D&C 107:53; 
see also Genesis 49 
for the account of 
Jacob’s blessing 
upon his posterity).
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