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F A M I L Y  H O M E  E V E N I N G  I D E A S

A TIME TO ANSWER QUESTIONS

Upon entering high school, our 
daughter began to struggle 

spiritually. When my husband and 
I asked her why she felt troubled, 
she replied, “I have so many ques-
tions that never get answered.” She 
had a list of topics she didn’t fully 
understand, such as repentance, 
forgiveness, and the Atonement. We 
felt inspired to give her a spiral-
bound notebook and asked her to 
write down all her questions. We 
told her that each Monday night we 
would present a lesson addressing 
one of her questions. She readily 
agreed and filled several pages of 
the notebook.

Each week we prayerfully chose 
a question to address. We searched 
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the scriptures, referred to conference 
talks, and found examples to rein-
force the theme. These lessons were 
tailored to our daughter’s needs but 
benefitted the entire family. My hus-
band and I increased our testimonies 
as we focused our scripture study on 

a single topic and bore witness of 
gospel truths. Our children learned 
that it is OK to ask questions. Most 
important, our teenager received 
answers that brought her insight, 
understanding, and peace.
Laura Kimball, Utah, USA

“Balancing Truth and Tolerance,” 
page 24: Elder Dallin H. Oaks 
teaches that truth and tolerance 
are like a two-sided coin. Using 

standard while also being tolerant 
of others’ lifestyles. Consider 
discussing language, Sabbath day 
observance, and sexual purity, as 
does Elder Oaks.

“Integrity: Foundation of a 
Christlike Life,” page 50: Elder 
Tad R. Callister shares seven prin-
ciples of integrity and teaches that 
we should have integrity that is 
“not for sale at any price.” Consider 
discussing these principles and how 
to apply them personally and as 
a family. You may want to use the 
section on integrity in the Young 
Women Personal Progress booklet or 

the “Honesty and Integrity” section 
and related videos on lds .org/ youth/ 
for-the-strength-of-youth.

“Lifting the Hands Which Hang 
Down,” page 60: Read this short 
article as a family and discuss what 
it means to “mourn with those that 
mourn” and how that is connected to 
the baptismal covenant (see Mosiah  
18:8–10). You may want to make  
a list of people you know who are  
mourning and pray as a family for  
inspiration on what you can say or  
do to help them. Then make a plan  
to follow through on any inspiration 
you receive.
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The existence and nature of truth is one of the fundamental questions of  
mortal life. Jesus told the Roman governor Pilate that He came into the world  
to “bear witness unto the truth.” That unbeliever responded, “What is truth?”  

( John 18:37–38). Earlier the Savior had declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” 
( John 14:6). In modern revelation, He declared, “Truth is knowledge of things as they 
are, and as they were, and as they are to come” (D&C 93:24).

We believe in absolute truth, including the existence of God and the right and wrong 
established by His commandments. We know that the existence of God and the existence 
of absolute truth are fundamental to life on this earth, whether they are believed in or not. 

We also know that evil exists and that some things 
are simply, seriously, and everlastingly wrong.

Shocking reports of large-scale thievery and lying 
in civilized societies suggest a moral vacuum in 
which many have little sense of right and wrong. 
Widespread rioting, pillaging, and cheating have 
caused many to wonder whether we are losing the 

moral foundation Western countries have received from their Judeo-Christian heritage.1

It is well to worry about our moral foundation. We live in a world where more and 
more persons of influence are teaching and acting out a belief that there is no absolute 
right and wrong—that all authority and all rules of behavior are man-made choices that 
can prevail over the commandments of God. Many even question whether there is a God.

The philosophy of moral relativism, which holds that each person is free to choose 
for him or herself what is right and wrong, is becoming the unofficial creed for many 
in the United States and other Western nations. At the extreme level, evil acts that used 
to be localized and covered up like a boil are now legalized and paraded like a banner. 

By Elder  
Dallin H. Oaks

Of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles
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Tolerance for behavior is like  
a two-sided coin. Tolerance  
or respect is on one side of  
the coin, but truth is always  
on the other.

Balancing 
TruTh & Tolerance

the standards in For the Strength 
of Youth, pass a coin around the 
family and have each person share 
how he or she can be true to a 




