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Jesus was the only person to 
be born of a mortal mother, 
Mary, and an immortal father, 

God the Father. That is why Jesus is 
called the Only Begotten Son of God. 
From His Father, He inherited divine 
powers (see John 10:17–18). From 
His mother, He inherited mortality 
and became subject to hunger, thirst, 
fatigue, pain, and death. 

The mortal life of Jesus Christ 
began when He was born in 
Bethlehem. Luke gave this account: 
“The angel Gabriel was sent from 
God . . . to a virgin espoused to a 
man whose name was Joseph. . . . 
And the angel said unto her, . . . thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest. 
. . . The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God” 
(Luke 1:26–27, 30–32, 35; see also 
1 Nephi 11:16–21; Alma 7:10). 

Matthew recorded that an angel also 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
“[Mary] shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 

save his people from their sins” (see Matthew 
1:20–21). Mary and Joseph both understood 
that the son to whom Mary would give birth 
and who would be called Jesus was the Only 
Begotten Son of God.

The angel Gabriel also told 
Mary that her relative Elisabeth 
was pregnant with a son. 
When Mary visited her, 
Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Ghost and 
said, “Whence is this to 
me, that the mother 
of my Lord should 
come to me?” (see 
Luke 1:39–45). 
Elisabeth knew 
then that Mary 
was to be the 
mother of the 
Son of God.
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The Apostle John taught, “The Word [ Jesus 
Christ] was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth” ( John 1:14; see also D&C 93:11).

Others also received  
a witness from the 
Holy Ghost that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 
Following are some of 
their testimonies. 

1. Some of the Savior’s 
disciples were in a ship 
when they saw Jesus Christ 
walking on the water. They 
“came and worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth 
thou art the Son of God” 
(Matthew 14:33).

2. When Jesus asked 
His disciples, “Whom 
say ye that I am?” Peter 
answered, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:15, 16).

3. Before Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead, 
He asked Lazarus’ s sister 
Martha if she believed He 
was “the resurrection, and 
the life.” She answered, 
“Yea, Lord: I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God” (John 11:25, 27).

6. In the Americas, five years before the Savior’ s birth, 
Samuel the Lamanite prophesied, “The Son of God  
cometh to redeem all those who shall believe on his  
name” (Helaman 14:2). ◼

5. God taught Adam that 
he must “be baptized, even 
in water, in the name of 
mine Only Begotten Son, 
who is full of grace and 
truth, which is Jesus Christ” 
(Moses 6:52).

4. Adam and Eve offered 
sacrifices as “a similitude 
of the sacrifice of the Only 
Begotten of the Father” 
(Moses 5:7).

For more information, see Gospel Principles (2009), 52–53; 
True to the Faith (2004), 87–89; and Richard C. Edgley, “The 
Condescension of God,” Ensign, Dec. 2001, 16–21.
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