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The New Era magazine 
is there for your teens—
and for you. See how 
this month’s issue can 
help you talk with them 
and teach them.A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO YOUTH

This month’s New Era comes with the messages from the special 
worldwide devotional for youth by President Russell M. Nelson 
and his wife, Wendy Nelson, in June.

In family home evening or other teaching settings, consider using something 
you saw in the New Era. For instance:

•  Read “Two Strokes for Integrity” (page 18), and share how you made a decision to 
be honest and upright even when nobody else was watching.

•  Read “Our Plan to Beat the Odds” (page 10), and share your feelings about the bless-
ings of eternal marriage.

•  Read “Lock-Screen Scriptures” (page 7), and talk about some other things we can do 
to keep our minds focused on spiritual things each day.

Here are some questions you might ask:

•  Why do you think President Nelson wanted to share that particular message with you?

•  When you heard President Nelson’s message, what did it make you want to do 
differently?

•  How confident do you feel about sharing the gospel? What could help you feel more 
confident?

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Here are some questions answered in this 
month’s New Era (pages 42–43):

What activities should I do in 
my free time to make it more 
valuable?

If God knows every decision 
we’re going to make, what’s 
the point of our agency?

SEND US YOUR SUGGESTIONS

How can the New Era better meet the 
needs of your youth? Do you have 

specific ideas for article topics, questions to 
be answered, or ways to help youth under-
stand the gospel? Send your suggestions to 
newera@ ldschurch .org.

SHARING THE GOSPEL
In addition, the August issue features articles about sharing the gospel:

TEACH THEM
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I
By Charlotte Larcabal
Church Magazines

Set a Goal
This is just the beginning. 
As you study the Doctrine 
and Covenants this year, 
set a goal to learn as 
much as you can about 
missionary work. Then do 
all you can to start living 
some of those teachings. 
Remember: “If ye have 
desires to serve God ye 
are called to the work; for 
behold the field is white 
already to harvest” (D&C 
4:3–4). NE

If you’re preparing for a mission or just looking for 
ways to talk to your friends about your beliefs, there’s 
a guide so great you might call it another missionary 

manual.
It’s the Doctrine and Covenants. There we find newly 

revealed and beautiful doctrines about eternal families, 
what happens when we die, and how Jesus Christ’s 
Church should be organized. But we also find—again 
and again—commandments to share the gospel. In fact, 
with all the promises and admonitions it gives to mission-
aries, you might look at this book of scripture as a guide 
to sharing the gospel.

For example, here are five wonderful truths you 
can learn about missionary work just from reading the 
Doctrine and Covenants.

You don’t need 
to worry about 
where you go.

D&C 80:3: “Wherefore, 
go ye and preach my 
gospel, whether to the 
north or to the south, to 
the east or to the west, 
it mattereth not, for ye 
cannot go amiss.”

“I do not believe that the 
phrase ‘it mattereth not’ as 
used by the Lord in this 
scripture suggests that He 
does not care where His 
servants labor. In fact, He 
cares deeply. . . . He inspires, 
guides, and directs His 
authorized servants. As 
missionaries strive to be 

ever more worthy and 
capable instruments 

in His hands and do 
their best to fulfill 
faithfully their duties, 
then with His help 
they ‘cannot go 
amiss’—wherever 
they serve.” 1

—Elder David A. Bednar

Treasure  
the scriptures, 
and you’ll 
know what  
to say.

D&C 84:85: “Treasure 
up in your minds 
continually the words of 
life, and it shall be given 
you in the very hour that 
portion that shall be 
meted unto every man.”

“As you treasure up the 
words of the scriptures 
and latter-day prophets 
by study and faith, your 
desire to share the gospel 
will increase. You are 
promised that the Spirit 
will help you know what 
to say when you teach.” 2

—Preach My Gospel

People looking 
for the 
gospel are 
everywhere.

D&C 123:12: “For there 
are many yet on the 
earth . . . who are blinded 
by the subtle craftiness 
of men, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive, and 
who are only kept from 
the truth because they 
know not where to find it.”

“All around you, every day, 
are friends and neighbors 
‘who are only kept from 
the truth because they 
know not where to find 
it.’ As you are directed by 
the Spirit, you can share 
a thought, an invitation, 
a text or tweet that will 
introduce your friends to 
the truths of the restored 
gospel.” 3

—Elder David A. Bednar

Pray well to 
teach well.

D&C 42:14: “And the 
Spirit shall be given unto 
you by the prayer of 
faith; and if ye receive 
not the Spirit ye shall not 
teach.”

“Missionaries should get 
on their knees and plead 
with the Lord to loosen 
their tongues and speak 
through them to the 
blessing of those they will 
be teaching. If they will do 
this, a new light will come 
into their lives. There will 
be greater enthusiasm for 
the work. They will come 
to know that in a very real 
sense, they are servants 
of the Lord speaking in 
His behalf. They will find 
a different response from 
those they teach.” 4 

—President Gordon B. 
Hinckley (1910–2008)

The Holy Ghost 
will testify  
to those you 
speak to.

D&C 100:7–8: “But a 
commandment I give 
unto you, that ye shall 
declare whatsoever thing 
ye declare in my name, in 
solemnity of heart, in the 
spirit of meekness, in all 
things. And I give unto 
you this promise, that 
inasmuch as ye do this the 
Holy Ghost shall be shed 
forth in bearing record 
unto all things whatsoever 
ye shall say.”

“The Holy Ghost can work 
through the Light of Christ. 
A teacher of gospel truths 
is not planting something 
foreign or even new into 
an adult or a child. Rather, 
the missionary or teacher 
is making contact with the 
Spirit of Christ already 
there. The gospel will have  
a familiar ‘ring’ to them.” 5

—President Boyd K. 
Packer (1924–2015)

THE DOCTRINE  
AND COVENANTS
THE DOCTRINE  
AND COVENANTS Will 
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THINGS Teach You about Being a Missionary
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By Eric B. Murdock and Joshua J. Perkey
Church Magazines

Have you ever heard someone ask why we have a church? 
Or maybe why we need one? Why can’t they just be spir-
itual on their own—go to the mountains or the beach or 

another special place and feel close to God—and call it good?
It’s certainly true that you can be close to God wherever you 

are (in fact, it’s a really good idea!), but Heavenly Father has so 
much more in store for you than generic spirituality. He wants 
you to become the best you can be. In fact, He wants you to 
inherit all that He has and gain eternal life. And He has a plan 
and an organization so you can do that. The plan is the plan of 
salvation, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is 
the organization—“the only true and living church upon the face 
of the whole earth” (D&C 1:30).

Here are six reasons why we really do need the Church.

2  To Receive Essential  
Ordinances and Covenants

Heavenly Father’s work is to “bring to pass the immortality and 
eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39). But sometimes we might forget 
that His work requires some work on our part too! We qualify for 
the blessings of eternal life by obedience to the ordinances and 
covenants of the gospel. President Russell M. Nelson has said: “We 
cannot wish our way into the presence of God. We are to obey 
the laws upon which those blessings are predicated [see D&C 
130:20–21].” 1

The ordinances we participate in and the covenants we make 
are necessary for us to return to the presence of our Heavenly 
Father and live with Him. Those ordinances and covenants require 
the priesthood—which is available only in God’s true Church. 
Without those covenants, we’d be lost.

3  To Help Each Other Along the Way
Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve 

Apostles taught, “A major reason the Lord has a church is to create 
a community of Saints that will sustain one another in the ‘strait 
and narrow path which leads to eternal life’ [2 Nephi 31:18].”2

At church, we can develop caring relationships with others. We 
can help each other get through tough times as we lead, guide, 
and walk beside each other (see “I Am a Child of God,” Hymns, 
no. 301; Ephesians 2:19). Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles has said, “We are all children of God, and 
we must teach each other; we must help each other ‘find the 
way.’” 3 The Church is the perfect place to do that!

1  To Learn and Participate in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ

One of the blessings of being a member of 
the Church is that we can learn the fulness 
of the gospel (see D&C 1:17–23). If we 
have a sincere desire to learn, and if we are 
humble, prayerful, diligent, and obedient, 
we can gain a testimony and have hope in 
the Resurrection and in the Atonement of 
Jesus Christ.

Through Church leaders and Church 
materials, we also learn about other essen-
tial doctrine, including the Restoration of 
the gospel, the calling of prophets today, 
and the true nature of the Godhead. Living 
in accordance with true doctrine brings us 
joy and happiness.

REASONS
We Really Do Need 

the  
 CHURCH!

6 We have the Church  
so we can be enlightened and 
have the truth made known.  

It has given me the knowledge that  
I need to know—the knowledge  

of the plan of salvation.

Nicholas M., Ohio, USA

We have the Church  
to create an environment where 

members can gather and help each 
other learn and grow. The Church exists to 
help members become more Christlike by 

encouraging everyone to look to others and 
lift the burdens of those we love and care 

about. It also creates a safe place where 
people may live their beliefs.

Jeremy P., Illinois, USA

Through the Church  
we can receive ordinances, make 
covenants, and have our families 

sealed forever. It is Heavenly Father’s 
organisation on this earth with priesthood 

power and authority. To teach people  
of the truth of the gospel and to  
come unto Christ and to prepare  

people for exaltation.

Shantelle M., Australia

 A u g u s t  2 0 1 8  2524 N e w  E r a

first got here, but the Lord blesses 
us to get used to it because we do it 
every day. We know that not everyone 
wants to hear our message, but some 
are interested, so we have to be will-
ing to speak up anytime. It actually 
becomes fun to meet people and get 
to know them.”

YOU: “Is it hard to teach the gospel?”
FULL-TIME MISSIONARIES: “Yes, 
doing it well takes some practice, but 
we had good training in the mission-
ary training center. We are trying to 
teach the lessons in a way that meets 
the needs and answers the questions 
of the people we’re teaching. We 
study the gospel every day so we can 
teach it well. Most importantly, we feel 
guided by the Spirit. Being set apart as 
missionaries helps.”

YOU: “Is a mission hard work?”
FULL-TIME MISSIONARIES: “Yes, we 
work about 70 hours a week, but it’s 
so fulfilling. Of course we feel disap-
pointed when people don’t progress, 

By Ryan Carr
Church Magazines

 Have you thought about serving a mission? If so, you’ve probably wondered 
what it’s like. Here’s your chance to ask some full-time mission aries (not real 
missionaries, but these answers are typical):

YOU: “Hi, elders. What is a typical  
day like?”
FULL-TIME MISSIONARIES: “We’re 
up early—at 6:30 a.m. For the next 
couple of hours, we study the gospel 
and our mission language. We review 
our goals for the week and plan our 
day. We even think of backup plans 
if people aren’t available for their 
appointments with us. Then we’re 
out the door, and we work all day, 
finding people to teach, coordinating 
the work with members, and having 
teaching appointments.”

YOU: “Have you ever felt homesick?”
FULL-TIME MISSIONARIES: “Yes, 
especially at the start of our missions. 
But we can email our families and read 
emails from them once a week. We’ve 
found that the best way to get over 
homesickness is to focus on our work.”

YOU: “How do you feel about talking 
with strangers?”
FULL-TIME MISSIONARIES: “We were 
really nervous about that when we 

What is it like to serve a mission?

BEFORE YOU ARE 

CALLED TO SERVE

“6 Reasons We Really Do 
Need the Church.” See why 
the Church is indispensable 
(page 34).

“5 Things the Doctrine and 
Covenants Will Teach You 
about Being a Missionary.” 
Missionary lessons from the book 
that will be studied in seminary in 
the coming year (page 30).

“Before You Are Called to 
Serve.” Find out what it’s like to 
serve a mission, and see more 
about the new interview ques-
tions for missionary candidates 
(page 24).


