
By Carlos Iván Garmendía Pacheco

While I was serving as a 
missionary in Durango, 
Mexico, our mission pres-

ident challenged our mission to try 
a “week of sacrifice.” He asked us to 
put forth more effort than usual by 
working hard and setting specific goals 
during the week. My companion and I 
had faith that if we sacrificed this way, 
the Lord would bless us and we would 
find many people to teach.

However, during the week of sacri-
fice, we didn’t have much success. We 
did not find any families to teach, and 
we were disappointed.

One morning following that week, 
my companion and I looked at a map 
of our area. Our area was very large, 
but we felt we needed to go to the 
part that was farthest away.

After we got there, we prayed and 
asked Heavenly Father which street 
and which house to go to. When we 
finished, we turned around to look at 
all the streets. We saw a railing nearby 
and peeked over the top. We saw a 

woman sitting with her eyes closed, 
with a broom in her hands.

My companion said, “Hello!” and 
when the woman heard us, she stood 
up and went on sweeping as if noth-
ing had happened. Then we told her 
that we were missionaries from The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and that we had a message for 
her. She let us into her home, and we 
had a very spiritual discussion. We 
told her about Joseph Smith and how 
he went into a grove of trees to pray 
to find the truth, and in answer to 
his prayer, he was visited by God the 
Father and Jesus Christ.

She interrupted us and said, “That 

is true. I know that God answers our 
prayers. When you spoke to me, I 
was praying and asking the Lord to 
send someone who could lead me to 
His path, and you came immediately.”

We felt the Spirit, and we testified 
that God had sent us to her and that 
we too had been praying right then to 
know which of His children needed 
our help. Soon Sister Rufina was bap-
tized. In the weeks following, her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and even some of 
her neighbors were baptized—a total 
of 20 converts in that part of our area. 
The Lord guided us to Sister Rufina, 
and she was the door to sharing the 
gospel with her family and neighbors.

I know that Heavenly Father 
blesses us if we ask Him, but not 
until after He has tried our faith. I 
am grateful that my companion and 
I could be instruments in the Lord’s 
hands and find people who were 
ready to listen to the gospel message. 
I know that God loves us and will 
guide us if we ask. NEILL
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