Small & Simple Things

“By small and simple things are great things brought to
pass” (Alma 37:6).

CHURCH HISTORY AROUND THE WORLD

Sierra Leone

The year 1988 was a milestone
for the country. In January the first
official meeting was presided over
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THE CHURCH IN SIERRA LEONE
Membership 8,907
Missions 1
Districts 2
Branches 23

WHOLESOME FAMILY
ACTIVITIES

amilies that regularly partici-
Fpate in wholesome activities
together can feel greater love and
harmony. Family activities provide
an opportunity for parents to dis-
cuss the gospel with children, and
children will often be more willing
to listen to and obey parents when
they feel close to them.

Wholesome family activities
include:

¢ Family home evening:
President Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008) said, "It is so impor-
tant that fathers and mothers
sit down with their children,
pray together, instruct them in
the ways of the Lord, consider
their family problems, and
let the children express their
talents.”!

¢ Family service activities: You
could visit an elderly member
of your ward or pick up trash
around the neighborhood.

¢ One-on-one outings with
Mom or Dad: These allow
children to build individual
and personal relationships

with parents.
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1. Gordon B. Hinckley, “To Men of the
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Nov. 2002, 58.
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GREAT LIVES REMEMBERED

Truman O. Angell

ruman Osborn Angell (1810-87)
served for several decades as Church

architect, planning and directing the
construction of many significant build-
ings, including the Salt Lake Temple.
Throughout his years of service to

the Church, Truman was humble and
obedient.

He was born on June 5, 1810, in
Providence, Rhode Island, USA. When he
was a teenager, a local craftsman taught
him carpentry and joinery, a specialized
kind of woodworking.

At age 22 he was introduced to the
Church by his sister, who had received
a copy of the Book of Mormon from
missionary Thomas B. Marsh. In January
1833 Truman was baptized along with his
mother, Phebe, and his wife, Polly.

Shortly after Truman was ordained
a member of the Second Quorum of
the Seventy, the Prophet Joseph Smith

requested that he build a store in
Kirtland, Ohio. Truman declined, telling
the Prophet he was preparing to leave
for a mission. The next day, however,
Truman saw the First Presidency in the
distance and felt prompted to accept the
building assignment from the Prophet.
He later recorded, “Accordingly I
changed my determination and yielded
obedience.”!

In 1856 President Brigham Young sent
Truman on a mission to Europe, instruct-
ing him to “take drafts of valuable works
of architecture” so he could “be better
qualified to continue” to work on the Salt
Lake Temple and other buildings.?

Truman was called as Church archi-
tect in 1867. (The Church no longer calls
an official Church architect.) Although
years of hard work had caused Truman’s
health to suffer, he humbly accepted
the call. He wrote in his journal, “I feel a

good deal worn out but if the President
and my brethren feel to sustain a poor
worm of dust like me to be Architect of
the Church, let me strive to serve them
and not disgrace myself. . . . May the Lord
help me so to do.”?

Truman directed many building proj-
ects in Utah, including the Lion House,
the Beehive House, the Utah Territorial
Statehouse, and the St. George Utah
Temple.

Truman did not live to see the dedi-
cation of the Salt Lake Temple in 1893,
but he served faithfully as Church archi-
tect until his death in 1887.
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