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Elder Tad R. 
Callister
Of the Presidency of the Seventy

Elder Tad Richards Callister, newly 
sustained to the Presidency of 
the Seventy and member of 

the Second Quorum of the Seventy, explains that one of 
the Brethren’s goals is bringing about “real growth” in 
the Church. “That entails more and more people not just 
coming to sacrament meeting but also partaking of the 
sacrament, receiving the ordinances the Church offers, and 
keeping their covenants,” he said.

Desiring to help local Church leaders in that effort, Elder 
Callister is grateful that the Lord has given him opportunities 
to serve in many callings. “Having walked in the shoes of  
the very people I’m now working with—stake presidents 
and bishops and elders quorum presidents—hopefully 
makes me more sensitive to and aware of what their needs 
are,” he explained.

Elder Callister has served as a full-time missionary in 
the Eastern Atlantic States Mission, elders quorum presi-
dent, stake mission president, stake president’s counselor, 
bishop, stake president, regional representative, Area 
Seventy, Canada Toronto East Mission president (2005–08), 
and was serving as President of the Pacific Area when 
called to the Presidency of the Seventy.

Born to Reed and Norinne Callister in December 1945, 
in Glendale, California, USA, Elder Callister received a 
degree in accounting from Brigham Young University in 
1968. He graduated from law school at the University of 
California Los Angeles in 1971. In 1972 he earned an LLM 
(master’s) degree in tax law from New York University. 
From 1972 to 2005 he practiced law, and he has written 
books about the Atonement and the Apostasy and the 
Restoration.

He married Kathryn Louise Saporiti in December 
1968 in the Los Angeles California Temple. They have six 
children.

Elder Callister has recognized the Lord’s hand in his 
life. “The Savior’s love is so overwhelming that I think 
that He and our Father in Heaven are anxiously waiting 
to bless us at the slightest good we do, because that’s 
Their nature.” ◼

New Site to Help Teens 
Start Family History

The new FamilySearch Youth and  
Family History section of youth .lds .org  
(lds .org/ familyhistoryyouth) aims to  

help youth discover family history and serve  
their ancestors by seeking out their records.

The site features resources that 
teach teens how to get started 
using FamilySearch. In five simple 
steps youth are taught how to 
research their family tree, make 
family records, and prepare names 
to take to the temple. The site also 
includes ideas on how classes and 
quorums can use family history as 
a means to serve others. 

The new section is currently 
available in English, Portuguese, 
and Spanish. Additional lan-
guages will be made available in 
coming months. ◼

Art Competition  
Invites Youth to Shine

The Church History Museum invites youth 
ages 13 to 18 to participate in its first 
International Art Competition for Youth.

Artists should create works that express what 
it means to “arise and shine forth” (see D&C 
115:4–6).

Artwork must have been created after January 1, 
2009. Entrants must be 13 by January 1, 2012, and 
can submit one work of art online from January 2, 
2012, until the deadline—Friday, June 1, 2012. The 
maximum size is 84 inches (213 cm) in the longest 
dimension. All artistic media and styles are wel-
come in the competition.

Submission information will be available at  
lds.org/youthartcomp.

Winners will be asked to send their original art 
to the museum to be shown in the exhibit from 
November 16, 2012, through June 17, 2013. ◼


