By Elyssa J. Kirkham
(Based on a true story)

I will remember my baptismal covenant and listen
to the Holy Ghost (My Gospel Standards).
ow long is it until I can get baptized?” Lizzie
asked during dinner. She was excited to turn
eight soon. She had already asked her older brother
Jake to baptize her before he left on his mission.
“In two months, right after your birthday,”
Mom said.
“That seems so far away!” Lizzie said.
She stared at her plate, trying not to
seem disappointed.
Lizzie wanted to be baptized so
badly. She liked the safe, happy
feeling she felt at church, almost like
a hug around her heart. Mom said that feeling
was the Holy Ghost. Lizzie wanted to be baptized so
she could be clean and have the Holy Ghost with her
all the time.
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Lizzie is excited to
be baptized. What
can she do during
the long wait?
“I know it’s hard to wait,” Dad said. “Maybe it would
help if you think about the promises you’ll be making
when you’re baptized and practice keeping them now.”
Lizzie thought about that as she cleared the table
after dinner. “Dad’s right,” she thought. “Two months
isn’t so long. And when the day comes, I want to be
ready to promise to be good and choose the right.”
Lizzie felt that safe feeling inside again, and she
smiled as she offered to help wash the dishes.
As the days passed, Lizzie tried to be more reverent
and listen to the lessons at church. She especially loved
hearing about Jesus. She put a picture of Him by her
bed to remind her to think about Him more.
Lizzie also tried harder to do what was right. She was
friendly to a new boy in her class. She was more patient
with her sister Whitney and even let her be the princess
when they played. Lizzie tried to be helpful and obedient to her parents. And when she did something unkind
or wrong, Lizzie said she was sorry.
Finally, the week came when Lizzie would be baptized. Bishop Cohen interviewed her to see if she was
ready. He asked if she believed in Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ.
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Lizzie thought back to the lessons she had had in the
past weeks. “Yes, I believe,” she said. She was glad she
had been paying more attention in Primary and family
home evening.
Then Bishop Cohen asked her some questions about
keeping the commandments. Lizzie remembered how
she had been trying hard to do what was right, and it
felt good to be able to tell that to Bishop Cohen.
When her baptism day arrived, Lizzie put on her
white dress. As she stepped down into the baptismal
font, the water swirled around her legs, just warm
enough. Lizzie felt her heart being hugged.
Jake smiled at Lizzie and took her hand. She was glad
that he was there to baptize her, and she felt peaceful
and calm knowing that she was ready. ◆

When I got baptized I was really excited!
When I got in the water my dad asked if I
thought the water was cold. I said it was.
After coming out of the water I felt cold on
the outside but warm on the inside. I knew
that the Holy Ghost was with me. He still is.
Hannah K., age 8, Maryland
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