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FamilySearch to Launch  
Census Indexing Project 
By Heather Whittle Wrigley
Church News and Events

FamilySearch, in collabo-
ration with other leading 
genealogy organizations,  

will begin publishing the  
1940 U.S. Federal Census  
free online on April 2, 2012—
and tens of thousands of index-
ers are needed to help make 
the digital images searchable 
online.

Unlike previous census 
years, the 1940 census of the 
United States will be released 
by the National Archives and 
Records Administration in the 
form of free digital images. By 
law, census records cannot be 
released until 72 years have 
passed.

April 2, 2012, marks 72 years 
to the day since the 1940 census 
was taken. Census records from 
1790 through 1930 are currently 
available on FamilySearch .org.

FamilySearch will provide 
those images online to tens of 
thousands of volunteers to start 
transcribing the records so they 
become searchable. Indexers 
type information from the digital 
images into electronic forms that 
make the information search-
able online. W
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inspired, . . . these promises, these spiritual out-
comes, are available to all who seek the appro-
priate inspiration. These results are replicable all 
over the world.”

The resources for To Turn the Hearts include a 
25-page guidebook, a training DVD, and a web-
site housing the two. ◼

Read more at news .lds .org using the keywords “To Turn 
the Hearts.”

The new To Turn the Hearts training materials include 

a guidebook and accompanying DVD that teach 

leaders and family history consultants how to use 

family history initiatives to assist in achieving local 

priesthood objectives such as missionary work and 

member retention.

FamilySearch expects the  
132 million records to be 
indexed by the end of 2012, 
but meeting that deadline will 
depend on how many volun-
teers work on them.

 “We’re looking for 100,000 
additional indexers for this 
project,” said Michael Judson, 
FamilySearch’s indexing work-
force development manager. 
“It’s the genealogy story of 
the year, and there is a lot of 
interest both in and out of the 
Church.”

The 1940 U.S. Federal Census 
is the largest, most comprehen-
sive, and most recent record set 
available that records the names 
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Brazilian Youth  
Spread Christmas Spirit 

Youth in the Campo Grande Brazil and 
Campo Grande Brazil Monte Líbano Stakes, 
in conjunction with the Facebook group Face 
Solidário, an organization promoting unity and 
service, gathered on the morning of Saturday, 
December 10, 2011, to deliver toys to some 
500 children in Campo Grande in the state of 
Mato Grosso do Sul (MS).

The activity, called Natal Solidário, or “Unified 
Christmas,” has been held for many years. This 
year, for the first time, the event took place in 
the Tagarela Association, which attends to chil-
dren and others with special needs. The youth 
also delivered toys to families in Vila Nhanha, a 
neighborhood of Campo Grande. 

Portuguese Members and Friends 
Participate in Day of Service 

About 600 members and friends of the 
Church across Portugal participated in a blood 

drive on Saturday, December 17, 2011, mak-
ing it the Church’s largest service activity ever 
held in the nation.

Blood drives have been organized by several 
Church units in Portugal in the past, but this 
was the first time for nearly all Church congre-
gations in Portugal to participate simultane-
ously. The blood drive was made possible with 
the help of the Portuguese Institute of Blood, a 
governmental institution that manages blood 
donations in the country.

Multistake Concert in Puerto Rico 
Draws Thousands

On December 18, 2011, members of 
the five stakes of Puerto Rico—Caguas, 
Mayagüez, Ponce, San Juan, and Toa Baja—
participated in a Christmas concert held in 
the Paseo de las Artes Abelardo Díaz-Alfaro 
in the city of Caguas. Approximately 85 
members of the Church performed, and some 
2,500 members of the community attended.

Saints in Solomon Islands  
Celebrate First District 

Latter-day Saints in Honiara, Solomon 
Islands, celebrated the organization of the 
nation’s first district in December 2011 by 
participating in humanitarian service in their 
communities.

Using humanitarian funds provided by  
the Church, members teamed up with a 
local Anglican congregation to renovate and 
repair a 40-year-old health clinic. Sixty people 
worked for two weeks on the project. 

Some 300 members of the Church  
attended the organization of the district,  
where Elder James J. Hamula, President of  
the Pacific Area, presided. ◼

AROUND THE CHURCH

Youth of the Campo Grande Brazil and Campo 

Grande Brazil Monte Líbano Stakes, in con-

junction with an organization that promotes 

unity and service, gathered on Saturday, 

December 10, 2011, to deliver toys to some 

500 children in Campo Grande, Brazil.

of those who were living in the 
United States at the time the 
census was taken.

Many of these individuals 
are part of what has been 
called “the greatest gener-
ation”—people who lived 
through the Great Depression, 
fought in World War II, and 
lived in the 48 states that 
existed at the time.

Tens of millions of people 
living in the United States in 
1940 are still living today, mak-
ing the 1940 census a record 
set that connects people with 
recent family records. It was 
the first to record such inter-
esting facts as where people 
lived five years before, individ-
uals’ highest educational level 
achieved, and detailed income 
and occupation information.

“The 1940 census is attractive 
to both new and experienced 
researchers because most 
people in the United States 
can remember a relative who 
was living in 1940,” said David 
Rencher, chief genealogy offi-
cer for FamilySearch. “It will do 
more to connect living memory 
with historical records and fam-
ilies than any other collection 
previously made available.”

Volunteers can help with 
the 1940 U.S. Census project 
online at FamilySearch .org/ 
1940Census. ◼
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