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Have I Done  
Any Good in the  
World Today?

I was serving with my husband, then the 
president of the England London South 
Mission, when the phone rang on June 18, 

2008. It was President Thomas S. Monson. He 
began in his usual friendly fashion, one of the 
trademarks of his ministry: “How is the mission? 
How is your family? How is jolly old England?” 
And then he paused and said, “I have been 
talking with Frances, I have prayed about it, 
and I would like you to write my biography.” 

Needless to say, I was honored and imme-
diately overwhelmed. He then suggested that 
if I got started the next morning, I could be 
halfway done by the time we came home. We 
had one year left of our three-year call.

President Monson teaches, “Whom the  
Lord calls, the Lord qualifies.” 1 I have come  
to appreciate that promise.

How do you write about the life of a 
prophet? You begin not at the keyboard but 
on your knees. 

I recognized early that this would not be a 

typical biography outlining dates, times, places, 
and travels. It was the account of a man pre-
pared before the world was and called of God 
“to guide us in these latter days.” 2 Humbling 
is the best description. Daunting, challenging, 
and consuming follow close behind. 

The Lord has said, “Whether by mine 
own voice or by the voice of my servants, it 
is the same” (D&C 1:38). Hearing the Lord 
speak through His prophet since Thomas S. 
Monson’s call to the holy apostleship in 1963 
is where I began. I spent months reading the 
hundreds of messages President Monson has 
given in myriads of settings. I read biogra-
phies of all the Presidents of the Church and 
of many noted religious leaders. I studied 
the early Church in Scotland, Sweden, and 
England, where President Monson’s ancestors 
hail from; the Depression that so influenced 
his youth; and World War II and its aftermath 
with a divided Germany. (President Monson 
spent 20 years supervising this area of the 
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By Heidi S. Swinton

Life experiences of  
president thomas s. monson

Left: President Monson—
then Elder Monson—on 
the steps of the Church 
Administration Building 
in 1967. Above, from top: 
In his office in 2011; with 
Elder M. Russell Ballard  
at the groundbreaking 
of the Joseph F. Smith 
Building at Brigham  
Young University in 2002; 
at the Laie Hawaii Temple 
rededication in 2010;  
with his wife, Frances, 
following the April 2008 
general conference.
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Creating a Personal History

Our ward holds a 
monthly empty-
nesters’ family 

home evening for elderly 
couples, widows, and 
widowers in the ward. 
Every other month, we ask 
someone from the group 
to talk about their life for 
45 minutes. We give them 
a list of questions before-
hand to help them prepare. 
Here are some examples of 
questions we ask:

•  Was there anything 
unusual about the time, 
place, or conditions in 
which you grew up?
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•  What are fond memo-
ries you have of your 
childhood?

•  What did you study for 
professional training and 
employment?

•  What are your favorite 
hobbies and pastimes?

•  What are some fond 
memories of your court-
ship, marriage, and 
child-rearing years?

•  Share your feelings 
about your Father in 
Heaven, Jesus Christ, 
and the gospel.

“Follow the Prophet,” on page 18: Summarize the 
article for your family. You may want to read the last 
section of the article, “Learning to Listen to the Prophetic 
Word.” Review the phrases that Elder Bennett says can 
help us discern the direction prophets give us. Invite 
family members to be attentive to the prophets’ counsel 
in general conference next month and to listen for these 
phrases. Consider closing with your testimony of the 
blessings we receive by following the prophet.

“Have I Done Any Good in the World Today?” on 
page 34: Consider opening with the song “We Thank Thee, 
O God, for a Prophet” (Hymns, no. 19). Read the article as 
a family or select your favorite sections beforehand to read. 
Ask family members what they learned about President 
Thomas S. Monson that they didn’t know before. Hand out 

sheets of paper and ask everyone to write down how they 
know that President Monson is the living prophet today. 
Invite family members who haven’t gained this testimony to 
seek after it through sincere prayer. Close by singing “Have I 
Done Any Good?” (Hymns, no. 223).

family and for the ward. This 
practice has become a won-
derful family home evening 
activity and has helped those 
who attend feel more a part 
of the ward.

Douglas Andrew, Utah, USA

On the day of the family 
home evening, we bring a 
recording device to preserve 
the presenter’s life sketch. 
Then we make copies of 
the recording for his or her 


