By President Thomas S. Monson

May the spirit we have felt here be and abide with us
as we go about those things which occupy us each day.

y brothers and sisters, I know

you will agree with me that

this has been a most inspiring
conference. We have felt the Spirit
of the Lord in rich abundance these
past two days as our hearts have been
touched and our testimonies of this
divine work have been strengthened.
We express thanks to each one who
has participated, including those
Brethren offering prayers.

We are all here because we love
the Lord and want to serve Him. I
testify to you that our Heavenly Father
is mindful of us. I acknowledge His
hand in all things.

Once again the music has been
wonderful, and I express my personal
gratitude and that of the entire Church
to those willing to share with us their
talents in this regard.

We express our deep appreciation
to those Brethren who have been
released during this conference. They
have served faithfully and well and
have made significant contributions to
the work of the Lord.

I express profound appreciation
to my faithful and dedicated counsel-
ors and thank them publicly for the
support and assistance they provide
to me. They are truly men of wisdom
and understanding, and their service is
invaluable.
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I thank my brethren of the Quorum
of the Twelve for their most able and
untiring service in the work of the
Lord. Likewise I express my gratitude
to the members of the Quorums of the
Seventy and to the Presiding Bishopric
for their selfless and effective service.

I similarly express my appreciation
for the women and men who serve
as general auxiliary officers.

Brothers and sisters, I assure you
that our Heavenly Father is mind-
ful of the challenges we face in the
world today. He loves each of us
and will bless us as we strive to keep

His commandments and seek Him
through prayer.

How blessed we are to have the
restored gospel of Jesus Christ. It pro-
vides answers to the questions con-
cerning where we came from, why we
are here, and where we will go when
we depart from this life. It gives mean-
ing and purpose and hope to our lives.

I thank you for the service you so
willingly give to one another. We are
God’s hands here on this earth, with
a mandate to love and to serve His
children.

I thank you for all that you do
in your wards and your branches. I
express my gratitude for your willing-
ness to serve in the positions to which
you are called, whatever they may be.
Each is important in furthering the
work of the Lord.

Conference is now over. As we
return to our homes, may we do
so safely. May we find all has been
well during our absence. May the
spirit we have felt here be and abide
with us as we go about those things
which occupy us each day. May we
show increased kindness one toward




another. May we ever be found doing
the work of the Lord.

May heaven’s blessings be with
you. May your homes be filled with
harmony and love. May you constantly
nourish your testimonies, that they
might be a protection for you against
the adversary.

As your humble servant, I desire
with all my heart to do God’s will and
to serve Him and to serve you.

I love you; I pray for you. I would
ask once again that you would
remember me and all the General
Authorities in your prayers. We are
one with you in moving forward this
marvelous work. I testify to you that
we are all in this together and that
every man, woman, and child has
a part to play. May God give us the
strength and the ability and the deter-
mination to play our part well.

I bear my testimony to you that this
work is true, that our Savior lives, and
that He guides and directs His Church
here upon the earth. I leave with you
my witness and my testimony that
God our Eternal Father lives and loves
us. He is indeed our Father, and He is
personal and real. May we realize and
understand how close to us He is will-
ing to come, how far He is willing to
go to help us, how much He loves us,
and how much He does and is willing
to do for us.

May He bless you. May His prom-
ised peace be with you now and
always.

I say farewell to you until we meet
again in six months’ time, and I do so
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Redeemer, amen. B

To watch the video of President
Monson’s address, scan this
image with a QR-enabled
smartphone.
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From the day the gospel began to be restored in this
dispensation, the Lord has needed faithful women

to participate as His disciples.

t is a privilege to address you at this

historic meeting. It is a blessing for

us to be together. During my service
as Relief Society general president,
have developed a deep love for the
Relief Society sisters of this Church,
and the Lord has expanded my vision
of how He feels about us and what He
expects of us.

I have titled this message “What

I Hope My Granddaughters (and
Grandsons) Will Understand about
Relief Society.” My oldest grand-
daughters are busily working in
Personal Progress and developing
the habits and traits of righteous
womanhood. Soon they and their
peers will carry the responsibility for

this great worldwide sisterhood.

I hope what I say in this message
will give them and all who hear
or read it a clear understanding of
what the Lord had in mind for His
daughters when Relief Society was
organized.

An Ancient Pattern of Discipleship

I hope my granddaughters will
understand that Relief Society today is
organized after a pattern of disciple-
ship that existed in the ancient Church.
When the Savior organized His Church
in New Testament times, “women were
vital participants in [His] ministry.”* He
visited Martha and Mary, two of His
most dedicated followers, in Martha’s
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